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SUNDERLAND SOUTH FORUM

Wednesday 27th February 2008

Plains Farm and Humbledon Community Initiative

1pm till 3pm

Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Anthony Gonzalez, the new Development Co-Ordinator who had joined the South Forum on 11th February.   SP told the meeting that AG would be making arrangements to meet with all the members of the South Forum in due course.  

Attendance List 
Stuart Porthouse




Vera Brydon
Sue Lowe





Anthony Gonzalez

David Bailey – NHS




Cllr Elizabeth Gibson

Yvonne Dunbar – Suntpct NHS


Peter Mitchell – Home Group

Sharon Mills – Stonham



Brenda Rowell – FRA

Sheila Smurthwaite – FRA



Nicol Trueman – Sunderland City Council

Rev’d Judith Morgan – St Wilfrid’s


Pat Burn – Silksworth C A

Ray Mowbray – Plains Farm



Jemma Cole – Jubilee Centre

Margy Heskett – Jubilee Centre


Eileen Dunn – Herrington W I

Peter Iveson – TWFRS



Cllr Peter Gibson

John Bartlam – e-Champions



Charlie Thompson – St Davids

Daneille Beeton – Sunderland Echo


Sylvia Hirst – Silksworth Art Group

Dorothy Hutchinson – E Herrington TG

Susan Unwin – Age Concern

Julie Stamp – PF & HCI



Anna Jones – Voluntary Centre
Stephen Slack – A690



Lee Ferry – A690
Christine Allen – Home Group

Item 2 – Apologies 
Mary Pattinson, Louise Musgrove, Elaine Culkin, Joan Reed, Vivienne Metcalfe, Mauve Cuthbertson, Cllr Tye, Sue Leigh, Viv Watson,  Dot Edmundson, Winnie Hardy, Maureen Wilkins, Richard Parry and Pat Smith.
Item 3 - Minutes of the last meeting dated 23rd January 2008 

Pat Burn pointed out that Silksworth had received £1000 from the Children’s Local Network.  The Minutes were passed as a true record with this amendment.  

Item 4 – Matters Arising

Cllrs Betty and Peter Gibson both declared prejudicial interest with regards to the letter of support for SAPS that Judith Morgan had sent.    SP explained to JM that, as the South Forum had councillors on the Committee, this letter should not have been sent.  JM pointed out that none of the councillors who were at the last meeting had raised this issue at the time and the Meeting had agreed to the letter being sent.   JM apologised to the Meeting for not following the correct protocol.  SP said he would write a letter to Colin Rising, The Planning Officer Development Control at Sunderland City Council clarifying this letter.
It was agreed that in future any correspondence being sent out on behalf of the South Forum should be sanctioned by the Chair, or in his absence, the Vice Chair.

Item 5 – Report from Management Committee
South Forum Members Meeting

31 members attended the last meeting.
Feedback was overall very positive about the food and the meeting itself, however many members complained about the lack of space in the meeting room.  Suggestions for future presentations included Telecare, Community Projects and Portland School. 
Development Co-Ordinator Report
AG informed the Meeting that the Directory of Organisations and Services in the area was still in its early stages, but was almost ready to go to print.  He had given a deadline of 29th February for members to send in their details if they had not done so already.

The new logo had now been put on the website and would replace the old logo on all papers from the South Forum.

Booking forms for the Annual Event had been produced and would be sent out to all members at the beginning of March. AG said he was in liaison with Compass Bus Company to provide transport to the Event – the idea was that the buses would go round the three wards in a loop throughout the day.   He also said he was looking at Community Chest for funding for this Event.

Unique hits on the website since the last meeting was 1030.
Item 6 – Christine Allen – Homegroup - Plains Farm Charter
Christine Allen gave an excellent and informative presentation on the Plains Farm Charter. She informed the meeting how they were all forging together to improve the conditions in this neighbourhood  by holding coffee mornings, open surgeries and walkabouts. She explained there were 1300 properties on Plains Farm, of which 645 were owned by The Home Group, 120 by Gentoo and the remainder were in private ownership.  She explained that all occupiers, including the home owners were being involved with this Charter.
SP thanked CA for this presentation and asked if she would come back in about 6 months to present the draft charter. 

Item 7 – ARCH – Jenny Scott
This item was withdrawn,
Item 8 Information Sharing – Events, Training and Funding Information

A form was passed around the meeting for members to complete detailing any future events they had coming up.
SP informed the meeting of a bike ride arranged by Wearside Family Cycle Group on Sunday 2nd March, leaving Silksworth Ski Centre at 10am.   Their Annual York Cycle Rally had been arranged for 21st June and further details would follow. 

Emma Witten from the Alongside Project 4Ae introduced herself.  She told the Meeting that the project worked with vulnerable females over the age of 16.  She circulated details of the project to the Meeting. 

Sue Unwin informed the Meeting that starting on Friday 29th February, and then every Friday, a Foot Health Practitioner would be available at the Age Concern ActivAge Studio.  She also detailed two forums which had been arranged in the area; one on Oral Health on Monday 3rd March at Croftside House, Doxford Park and the other, on Foot Care, on Tuesday 25th March at Tom Urwin House, Silksworth Lane. 

Ray Mowbray introduced Julie Stamp a new worker at Plains Farm and Humbledon Community Initiative.

Judith Morgan gave details of a sponsored crocus walk through Doxford Park on 29th March commencing at 10.30am from The Cottage in the Park.  This would be in aid of Breast Cancer Awareness.

Pat Burn from Silksworth CA thanked the members of the A690 for supervising youngsters who had given up some of their half term holiday to help clean up the area. 

Peter from North Moor Fire Station reminded the Meeting that they had committee rooms for hire free of charge.  AG said he would be looking at venues for future South Forum meetings.
Cllr Peter Gibson informed the Meeting that Sunderland Council would be phasing out the black box recycling system and replacing it with a new wheelie bin for most types of recycling products.  This new scheme should be up and running throughout the Sunderland area by 2010.  He also reminded the meeting that Farringdon School was celebrating its 50th Anniversary this year; further information regarding celebrations would follow.
Danielle Beeton from the Sunderland Echo introduced herself to the Meeting.

Lee Ferry – A690 – informed the meeting that eight members of the A690 would be attending the Young Achievers Award Ceremony at Sunderland Stadium of Light and he had free tickets if anyone was interested.

Item 9 Evaluation

Feedback from the last meeting was on the back of the agenda.  Evaluation forms for this Meeting were circulated.
Item 10 Date, Time and Location of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 26th March – venue to be confirmed.
SP closed the Meeting at 13.55 and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact sue.lowe@sunderlandcommunitynetwork.org.uk Administration Officer.
