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SUNDERLAND SOUTH FORUM

Wednesday 26th March 2008

Plains Farm and Humbledon Community Initiative at 1pm
Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting. He explained that the meeting was originally going to be held at Silksworth CA but this venue was being used by Silksworth library.  SP thanked RM for letting the South Forum use Plains Farm again.
Attendance List 
Stuart Porthouse - Chairman


Vera Brydon - Vice Chairman
Sue Lowe - Admin Officer



Anthony Gonzalez - Development Co-ordinator
Alan Cook – Portland School 


Margy Heskett – Jubilee Centre

Ann Donkin - Gentoo




Brenda Rowey – F R A

Nicole Truman – Sunderland CC


Ray Mowbray – Plains Farm

Julie Stamp – Plains Farm



Sheila Smurthwaite – FRA

Viv Watson – St Wilfrids



Judith Morgan – St Wilfrids

Norman Rain – Shiney Row C A


James Mackintosh – Sunderland CC

Chris Foreman – Sunderland CC


Pat Burn – Silksworth C A

Dorothy Hutchinson – E Herrington T G

Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group

Eileen Dunn – Herrington W I


Val Lowery – Herrington W I

Peter Iveson – T&W Fire & Rescue


Paul Dixon – Northumbria Police

Sharon Mills – Stonham 



Rachel Anderson – Coalfield Forum

Danielle Beaton – Sunderland Echo

Item 2 – Apologies 
Laura Hattrick, Gemma Cole, Susan Unwin, Emma Witten, Cllr Michael Dixon, Charlie Thompson, Vivienne Metcalf, Tony Kinnair, Connie Parks, Suzanne Bush, Cllr Scott, Cllr E Gibson, Cllr P Gibson, Cllr P Smith, Cllr P Tye, Richard Parry, Mary Pattinson, David Bailey.
Item 3 - Minutes of the last meeting dated 27th February 2008 

Judith Morgan said she did not agree with Item 4 matters arising regarding the SAPS letter as it was not a correct record of what was said at the meeting. There followed a lengthy discussion on the correctness of the minutes of the meeting. The Chairman (SP) reminded everyone the main purpose of minutes is to accurately record decisions taken and is not verbatim report. 

The Chairman (SP) said that he had written to Colin Rising clarifying the South Forum’s situation with regards to the letter sent by JM, not withdrawing it.  

Pat Burn from Silksworth C A said the minutes should state that the A690 supervised some young people who had given up part of their half term holiday to help clear up the area. 

JM pointed out that the time of the Crocus Walk was incorrect – it should have read 10.30 and not 10am.
With these two amendments being made, the minutes were taken as read.

Item 4 – Matters Arising

SP read the letter that he had sent to Colin Rising explaining the South Forum’s position with regards to the SAPS planning application.   
Item 5 – Report from Management Committee
SP explained that it had been decided to hold future Management Committee meetings on separate days to the South Forum meetings.  The next Management Meeting would be held at the Jubilee Centre on Wednesday 9th April at 10.00am.

South Forum Members Meeting

31 members attended the last meeting.
Feedback was overall very positive about the food, the venue and the meeting; suggestions for a healthier buffet were made.   Future presentation requests were Fruit and Veg Box Scheme, Cheap Food on a budget, Portland School and Peter High should be invited to give a presentation on the changeover from the black box recycling scheme, should it be adopted. 
Employment Sub-Group

SP reported that he had conducted an exit interview with Jackie Nixon and they had gone through some issues which were necessary to implement in order to improve the role of the next Development Co-Coordinator.   The South Forum had a much better structure to it now and had produced a set of policies governing employment.
Development Co-Coordinator Report
AG had contacted Margaret Carr at Down Your Way to advertise the vacancy on the Management Committee for Doxford Ward representation.
He reported that arrangements for the Annual Event were going very well and he had received a number of bookings.  He was confident the Event would be well attended and requested volunteers to help out on the day.  Portland School would be opened at 4pm on the Friday evening before and early Saturday morning for exhibitors to set up their stands.  SP agreed to find someone suitable to open the Event.  
With regards to the website, this will be covered in item 7 on the agenda. 

All entries for the Directory had now been received – his next job was to look at the format it should take. 
Item 6 – Suzanne Bush – Lone Parent Engagement Programme
This item had been withdrawn at the very last minute. The Chairman raised his concerns where presentations were with-drawn at the very last minute which made it impossible to arrange an alternative.
Item 7 – E-Voting Website Consultation
AG said he felt that one of the main roles of a forum was that its members were given the opportunity to voice their views and opinions.  With this is mind he had set up an e-voting consultation on the South Forum website.  The results of this consultation are attached to these minutes.   AG thanked Rachel from the Coalfield Forum for her help in setting this up.
Item 8 Information Sharing – Events, Training and Funding Information

As part of the signing in sheet there is a space to include details of any forthcoming events.  
Silksworth CA would be holding their Management Committee meeting on April 4th at 7pm.  They were arranging an open day in May or June.
East Herrington Townswomen’s Guild had arranged a Thornton’s Chocolate event at St Chards Church on 22nd April. 

Silksworth Arts Group had organised exhibitions of their work on April 20th, May 19th and September 1st 2008.

MH circulated a newsletter for the Jubilee Centre detailing all their courses which start again on 21st April. 

AC reported that Portland College had raised £785 for an orphanage in Goa.

AG said he would use the e-voting idea for children at the annual event and was looking at inviting local councillors to take part in a consultation exercise also at the event.

Item 9 Evaluation

Feedback from the last meeting was on the back of the agenda.  Evaluation forms for this Meeting were circulated.
Item 10 Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 30th April at 1pm at St David’s. 
SP closed the Meeting at 13.55 and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact sue.lowe@sunderlandcommunitynetwork.org.uk Administration Officer.
