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SUNDERLAND SOUTH FORUM

Wednesday 23rd January 2008
Jubilee Centre

1pm till 3pm

Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

In the absence of Stuart Porthouse, Vera Brydon chaired the meeting.  She started by welcoming everyone and wishing all attendees a very happy new year.  Vera asked the meeting to detail any forthcoming events on the attendance sheet. 

Attendance List 

Sue Lowe - Administration Officer


Vera Brydon - Silksworth Ward (Chair)

Susan Urwin – Age Concern



Jackie Nixon – SOTW Suntptc

Vivienne Metcalfe – Sunderland CC


Margie Heskett – Jubilee Centre

Charlie Thompson – St Davids


Eileen Dunn – Herrington WI

Mary Pattinson – SCVS



Anna Jones – Sunderland Volunteer Centre

Jeremy Chadd – St Chads



Joan Reed – FISCUS

Jemma Cole – Jubilee Centre


B Rowell – FRA

Sheila Smurthwaite – FRA



Cllr Pat Smith – Silksworth

Winnie Hardy – Silksworth



Cllr Betty Gibson – Doxford 

Revd Judith Morgan – St Wilfrids
Church

Ann Donkin - Gentoo


Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group

Viv Watson – St Wilfrid’s Church

Cllr Peter Gibson




Pat Burn – Silksworth C A 

Olive Thompson – Silksworth C A 


Peter Iveson – Tyne & Wear Fire & Rescue

Peter Mitchell – Home Housing


Sharon Mills – Stonham

Laura Hattrick – Home Housing


Cllr George Blyth

Sue Leigh – SAPS




Lee Ferry – A690 Youth Project

Dorothy Hutchinson – E Herrington Townswomen’s’ Guild

Item 2 – Apologies 

Stuart Porthouse, Brenden Ward, Rachel Anderson, Sharon Smith, Emma Witten, Leslie Scott, Lisa Wilson, Anthony Gonzalez, Jane Weatherspoon, Yvonne Dunbar, Linda Ohlson, Maureen Wilkins, David Bailey, Cllr Dixon

Item 3 - Minutes of the last meeting dated 21st November 2007 

The Minutes were passed as a true record.  

Item 4 – Matters Arising

Judith Morgan from St Wilfrid’s informed the Meeting that SAPS were having problems with building consent.  When they first started building work on the cottage, SAPS were not aware they needed change of use planning consent – however, it transpired that they did.  Judith explained that a message needed to be sent to the planning office at the council to pass the building consent and asked the South Forum to send a letter supporting the application – this was agreed. 

Item 5 – Report from Management Committee

South Forum members meeting

32 members attended last meeting

Feedback overall very positive, members not happy with venue and there were lots of complaints about the lack of heating and that the building was not big enough.  

Future presentations from Portland School and Environmental Issues were requested. 

Development Co-Ordinator

Vera Brydon informed the meeting that Jackie Nixon had now left the South Forum.  Anthony Gonzalez had been appointed the Development Co-Ordinator for the South Forum and would take up his post on 11th February.  He had wanted to attend this meeting but due to work commitments he had been unable to.  

Marketing and Promotion Strategy

Jackie Nixon presented the new South Forum logo and vision to the meeting.   The vision will read “Recognition, promotion and celebration of success in order to keep existing groups and attract new and emerging groups. Encouragement and promotion of a shared vision for the South area to facilitate individuals and community groups in taking ownership of their area issues.”

VB thanked Jackie for attending this meeting and for the presentation.
Item 6 – Domestic Violence Co-Ordinator – Sharon Kane 

Sharon Kane gave an excellent presentation on the work of the Sunderland Domestic Violence Partnership.  She explained how the partnership was formed and what the future plans were for it.  Her contact details are Sharon.kane@sunderland.gov.uk  0191 5531716.  She discussed training with Sue Leigh from SAPS.   VB thanked Sharon for an excellent and informative presentation.

Item 7 – St Wilfrid’s Church – Judith Morgan
Judith Morgan gave a brief history and overview of the work of St Wilfrid’s Church.  VB thanked Judith for an interesting presentation.

Item 8 Information Sharing – Events, Training and Funding Information

A form was passed around the meeting for members to complete detailing any future events they had coming up.

Peter Gibson asked the South Forum to support the Plains Farm Initiative, the meeting agreed.

Mary Pattinson reported that the Funding Event held in December was very well received, with excellent feedback.  She was hopeful a similar event would be arranged.

Vivienne Metcalf passed around papers regarding the Sunderland Compact.  She had explained that 5 working groups had been set up for each of the national Codes of Good Practice.   By 31st March it is hoped to have a draft of the main compact document, with draft texts for each Code of Practice and action plans implemented in 2008/2009.   She said it was very important that Voluntary and Community organisations get involved in the process and if anyone at the meeting would like to do this, they should email Stephanie.blayney@sunderland.gov.uk or call 0191 5614622.

Judith Morgan informed the meeting of a presentation connected with Make Poverty History which would focus on Domestic Poverty in the UK.  This would be held on Friday 8th February at Sunderland Minister and would start at 12.30 with a buffet. 

Joan Reed from FISCUS informed the meeting of Wealth and Health workshops being run by Age Concern in Sunderland.   These would give advice on managing money more effectively, benefits advice and tips for eating well and staying healthy on a budget.  They would be held on Friday 25th January at Bunny Hill Customer Services Centre; Thursday 31st January at ActivAge Studio and Friday 1st February at Raich Carter Sports Centre.  All workshops would run from 10am-2pm, were free of charge and would include lunch.

Pat Burn told the meeting that Silksworth CA had received £1000 funding  from  Children’s Local Network and thanked Mary Pattinson for her help in obtaining this funding. 
Winnie Hardy informed the meeting that Barbara Robson had passed away and should be removed from the mailing list. 

Pat Burn mentioned the computer courses being run via the Jubilee Centre.  The laptops had been purchased using funding from Awards For All.    

Jemma Cole said that the South Forum still had funding for two IT courses and if any group was interested they should contact her direct.  She could organise a trainer and supply the laptops.   She also mentioned that a Job Skills Course was being held at the Jubilee Centre on Thursdays.

Peter Gibson informed the meeting that Farringdon School was celebrating its 50th Anniversary this year and would be planning events to commemorate this special year.  He said he would keep the Members up to date.  On the same note, he mentioned that the school would be having a Special Needs Open Event on 31st January.

East Herrington Townswomen’s Guild would be holding a meeting on 22nd February at 7.15.  Phil Curtis would be the Guest Speaker. 

Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue had organised Community Safety Events and these would be held on 24th January at St Mary’s Church Hall, Springwell; 30th January at the Enterprise Centre, Thorney Close and 31st January at North Street Church Hall in Silksworth.

Item 9 Evaluation

Feedback from the last meeting was on the back of the agenda.  Evaluation forms for this Meeting were circulated.
Item 10 Date, Time and Location of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 27th February at Plains Farm and Humbledon Community Initiative.

Before closing the meeting several members of the Forum thanked Jackie Nixon for her hard work and efforts in getting the South Forum up and running and wished her well in her new post.  Vera Brydon thanked everyone for attending the meeting which closed at 2.15pm.

For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to attend a future meeting to do presentations please contact sue.lowe@sunderlandcommunitynetwork.org.uk Administration Officer.
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