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  Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at St Chad’s Church Hall, Charter Drive, Sunderland at 1.00pm on Wednesday 25th March 2009.
Attendance List 

Stuart Porthouse - Chair




Paul Hampton – Silksworth Allotments
Anthony Gonzalez - Development Co-ordinator

Tracey Morgan - SCC
Lorna Lister – Administration Officer SF


Alan Cook – Portland College
Dot Edminson – Doxford Park Forum


John Wilson
Brian Fearn – Gentoo





Charlie Bate
Alison Cox – Job Linkage




J W Dunn – Churchside Allotments
Ray Mowbray – PF&HCI




Trish Lynn – Job Linkage


Jeremy Chadd – St Chad’s Church



Vera Brydon
Richard Parry – SCC





Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group

Alf Carney – St Aidans




Cllr Betty Gibson

Tony Kinnair – Lakeside Neighbourhood Watch

Jemma Cole – Jubilee Centre

Trish Cornish – SCVS





R Cutter – Churchside Allotments

Viv Watson – St Wilfrid’s Church



Seekers Group

Rachel Anderson – Sunderland Community IT

Clare Sutherland – Extended Services
Mike Lowthian – LINk





Mary Pattinson – SCVS

Pat Burn – Silksworth CA




D Hutchinson – East Herrington T & W
Cllr Peter Gibson





D Smith – East Herrington T & W

Peter Iveson – Tyne & Wear Fire Rescue

Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions were made. 
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Helen Nugent, Lisa Wilson, Adrienne Rowly, Cllr Alan Wright, Laura Hattrick, Eileen Dunn, Sue Suggett, Brenda Rowell, Shiela Smurthwaite, Audrey Carr, Val Cousins, Vivienne Metcalfe, Judith Morgan, Julie Stamp, Maureen Wilkins, Rev’d Judith Morgan.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

21st January 2009
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising
None

Item 5 – Declaration of Interest
Declarations of Interest were received from Councillors Peter Gibson & Elizabeth Gibson
Item 6 
A Management Committee meeting has not been held since the last Monthly meeting in February, a Committee meeting has been scheduled for 15th April 2009 at 10.30am.
Item 7 – South Forum Background
SP gave a small introduction to general meeting and the implications of the South Area Committee changes. Explained how important this meeting is and that a question session will be available at the end of the presentation.
AG gave a presentation to the meeting regarding the history of the SF.
Item 8 – The Challenge of Change
AG continued his presentation, covering the heading ‘Challenge of Change’

Questions were asked;

Who makes the decision about changing the area boundaries?

Who is helping to facilitate the transitional period of change?

PG answered the questions and explained why the changes have come about. SIB budget is based on numbers; other areas were receiving much more money from the SIB budget. Changing the area boundaries makes the new ‘West’ the biggest area based on numbers therefore will get the biggest slice of the cake. The numbers are more evenly spread now.

PG went onto say there were 13 different options regarding the changes, the councillors took the advice from the officers and agreed the change.

Members are concerned that funding for local groups and communities will be more diluted.

BG explained to the meeting that East area youth groups are will be applying for funding from the same pot of money, Youth groups may disband and then there could be a shortfall in the Youth provision provided by the East area.
Item 9 – Why Change
SP explained that the decision has been made, what do we do to accept the change?

AG continued with his presentation covering the advantages & disadvantages of the new structure.
AG talked about the Forum’s charitable status and the ‘area of benefit’ being 3 wards which is the currently the South area. AG explained that we could maybe stay as we are and dip in and out of the two areas (West & East) and have a wider network of support. Talked about the benefits of supporting a collection of neighbourhoods, keeping the Forum at a local level.

PG questioned whether he as a member has an affinity with wider areas other than what is currently known as the South area.

VB explained that the Forum has started to hold evening meetings to meet with the needs of its members, this may have to be abandoned.

SP pointed out to the meeting that the size of the new ‘West’ area is the problem.
AC from Portland College questioned why the council had not used the Forum as a tool to get feedback from residents, the way in which the forums were set up in the first place to assist the council and help residents get views and opinions across to the council.

SP answered, a representative form the Council, Vince Taylor, attended the December 08 Management Committee meeting, he explained that the decision is council led not community led. SP also informed the meeting that the Forum also sent another letter to the Chief Executive informing him about today’s meeting offering the opportunity for a representative from the Council to come along and address members concerns, we never received a response.
TC put her view across, that the Forum could stay as it is and feed into a larger ‘West’ forum so local action and concerns can still be forwarded onto the council. AG answered that it’s not all about the direct links to the council; it’s about a multitude of aspects.

RA asked could the Forum get funding from the East and the West funding pots?
AG assumed that applications will probably get broken down into ward level and you apply to the appropriate area committee
RM explained to the meeting that the Forum is well established and has an infrastructure in place. TC addressed the meeting about the West steering group and that they could join the South Forum, the Forum could adjust their constitution to include those areas also. There are two workers currently in post and the transition would happen much more quickly.

SP requested the members to talk about alternatives for the way forward at the end of the presentation. 
Item 10 – Agreeing the Way Forward
AG continued with his presentation, explained that was a forthcoming Management Committee meeting on the 15th April 2009 at 10.30am and all the points raised today will be discussed.

PB noted from a community perspective it would be easier to add Ryhope to the current South area.

SP put forward three outcomes;

i) Do nothing and disband when funding expires

ii) Find funding for all expenditure, carry on as we are with no change. If no funding sourced then revert back to i).

iii) Look at options – Merger/amalgamation into the West area – is it going to be a too larger area? The West area has the same concerns as we have. One meeting a month to incorporate all areas – may not work just too far to travel.

SP asked did any of the members have anything else to contribute

CB noted to secure money for Voluntary and Community work from charities is not available, it comes from the Banks and they also have no money.

Item 11 – Information Sharing
· Neighbourhood Watch Scheme meeting at the Jubilee Centre tonight at 6.30pm

· Awards for All workshop on the 24/04/09 between 10am – 12noon. Places are limited. New guidelines out in April 09, applications are a lot easier, need assistance or advice please contact Mary Pattinson or Trish Cornish on 0191 5651566 or email mary.pattinson@sunderlandcvs.co.uk or trish.cornish@sunderlandcvs.co.uk 

· ‘Taking the Lead’ programme around citizenship, 2 day accredited course, short notice, need to know numbers by the end of the day, course will be ran before the end of April 09.

· John Wilson – No Time For Boredom – The South Forum supported John and promoted his book. 240 copies sold out of 250 printed, ordered 100 more. Had great feedback. Production of book was supported by the Community Chest Fund.

· Silksworth Community Centre in partnership with Gentoo and Youth Almighty are having an Easter Fun Day on Thursday 16th April between 10am – 3pm.

· CVS have a ‘Recession Session’ course which is to be held Friday 3 April at the Seaburn Centre from 9.30am to 2.00pm. The event will provide voluntary and community groups with the opportunity to find out what support and assistance is available to help deal with the challenges brought on by the recession. 

· Jubilee Water Colours – an exhibition of paintings and mixed media to be held on the 23rd March to 10th April 2009 in the Central Library. For more information contact the Jubilee Centre on 0191 5228447. Free Entry 

· Visit Beamish on Saturday 28th March 2009 and get free entry if you take along a Miners Lamp
Item 12 – Any other Business
None
Item 13 - Evaluation

Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 14 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on 22nd April 2009.
SP closed the Meeting at 2.10pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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