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  Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Northmoor Fire Station, Northmoor Road at 1.00pm on Wednesday 25th February 2009.
Attendance List 

Stuart Porthouse - Chair




David Bailey - NHS
Anthony Gonzalez - Development Co-ordinator

Audrey Peacock - SCVS
Lorna Lister – Administration Officer SF


Audrey Carr – Doxford Park Forum

Eileen Dunn – Herrington W I




Julie Stamp – PF&HCI
Dot Edminson – Doxford Park Forum


John Wilson
Brian Fearn – Gentoo





Charlie Bate
Sue Suggett – Herrington Heritage Society


Alison Cox – Job Linkage
Ray Mowbray – PF&HCI




Trish Lynn – Job Linkage


Jeremy Chadd – St Chad’s Church



Lee Bailey - Home
M Fascia – SCC





Steve Wilkinson - LINK
Adrienne Rowly – Age Concern



Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group
A Wilson – SCC





Alf Carney

Tony Kinnair – Lakeside Neighbourhood Watch

Jemma Cole – Jubilee Centre

Cllr Alan Wright





Trish Cornish - SCVS

Viv Watson – St Wilfred’s Church



Gill Gardener – Sunderland Carers

Andrea Carr – SVCS





Ann Donkin – Gentoo

Laura Hattrick – Home




Dorothy Alderton – St Oswald’s

Mike Lowthian – LINK





Mary Pattinson – SCVS

Pat Burn – Silksworth CA




D Hutchinson

C Keeyes – Gentoo





Peter Iveson – Tyne & Wear Fire Rescue

Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions were made. 
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Vera Brydon, Lisa Wilson, Alex Pirrie, Vivienne Metcalfe, Sharon Mills, Brenda Rowell, Shiela Smurthwaite, Cllr Betty Gibson, Cllr Peter Gibson, Val Cousins, Judith Morgan, Audrey Thompson.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

21st January  2009
ACTION: LL to add Judith Morgan and Charlie Bate onto Attendance List for 21st January 2009 meeting. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising
None

Item 5 – Declaration of Interest
None received
Item 6 
Management Committee Update: 
AG gave an outline to the Management Development Day.
The event was a success and gave everyone the opportunity to reflect on the last 12 months and agree priorities for the coming year.

It was highlighted that there are two clear benefits for groups engaging with the South Forum – that is:

· The opportunity to share good practice and experience

· The opportunity to build positive relationships with each other

A number of future tasks were identified during the day.
· Encourage new groups and individuals to engage with the South Forum. 

AG asked everyone to help promote the South Forum to any contacts in the area who have not attended a meeting or who are unaware of the forum.
· Ensure that speakers have relevance in addressing local issues.

AG reminded members that Evaluation Forms for our monthly meetings are extremely important and asked everyone to suggest issues and presentations.  It was noted at the January meeting that it is important for local groups to present and promote their group or service. 

An important part of the Development Day was the restructuring in area arrangements and how the South Forum as an organisation responds to these changes.

The Management Committee is dedicated to ensuring that the South Forum is developed in a way that responds to the needs of the South Forum communities. 

SP addressed the meeting and explained the main five points which came out of the Development Day and that was agreed on the day:
· To seek further funding for the next twelve months that will enable the staff and management committee to fully investigate the implications of any change for South Forum members. 

· Management committee to hold a meeting with members of the West Steering group on February 18th 2009.

· Make representation to the Local Authority and the Community Network to find out where they see the role of the South Forum and responsibility of Local Authority Area Committees. 

· The March Forum meeting will discuss the future of the South Forum; the management committee will make recommendations based on the Review and answers received from the Local Authority and the Community Network. 

· Produce Newsletter. 

Item 7 – Presentations
Adrienne Rowly – Good Neighbourhood Campaign – Age Concern
This is a new project launched in November 2008, in which the Good Neighbour Co-ordinator, Adrienne Rowly wants to get the people of Sunderland talking to their neighbours.  It’s not just for older people, but across the generations especially the age group that goes out to work first thing in the morning and doesn’t return home until late evening. Following on from this, she hopes to set up a Good Neighbour team of volunteers that could take on the small tasks that neighbours used to do or are unable to do now due to work commitments, age or disability etc.  
Dorothy Alderton – St Oswald’s Hospice

All children, young people and families like and need regular breaks and a chance to have some time out and fun. Parents and carers of children with a health condition that is likely to lead to a shortened life expectancy also feel that an important part of being a family is to have regular and planned ‘short breaks’. I’ll be talking about what facilities we provide at St Oswald’s and how it benefits the children and their families
Item 8 – Notice of Consultation – 25th March 2009 meeting
AG informed the meeting that the next South Forum meeting is to be a consultation exercise to agree the way forward. AG urged all members to attend the event and if members or groups cannot attend to let the SF have any comments or issues to take to the March meeting.
Themes for the meeting will be:

· We want to listen to the views of members in relation to the area changes 

· What concerns do you have?

· What will be advantages / disadvantages in the new arrangements?

Item 9 – Information Sharing
· MP from SCVS informed the meeting that the threshold for Grass Roots Grants is now £30k, Grants of up to £5k which is to cover start-up costs. It is available for those groups that have no constitution but are willing to work towards one and can prove to have been in existence for at least a year. Contact Mary Pattinson at SCVS on 0191 565 1566 or on mary.pattinson@sunderlandcvs.co.uk
· MP informed the meeting that the deadline for the National Lottery - Awards for All Funding deadline is now 14/03/09.
· DB from NHS informed the meeting that it is National No Smoking Day on the 11/03/09 and that you can get help form your local NHS or via the website http://smokefree.nhs.uk/?WT.mc_id=search 
· Silksworth Heritage Group 21st Anniversary is going to be held at the Silksworth Old Police Station on a Saturday in April 2009. For more information contact Pat Burn on 0191 5212399
· ML from Sunderland LINk a replacement for the Public Patient Involvement Forums and was a means by which members of the public could have a say in how health and social care services were planned and delivered. ML would like to engage with the SF looking at themed health and social care issues to take forward to the coming year as part of LINk’s work-plan.

· Sunderland Community Matters has a display in Sunderland Museum on April 10th 2009
· Silksworth Community Centre in partnership with Youth Almighty and Gentoo are hosting a Easter Fun Day. Games and refreshments available. Thursday 16th April 2009 between 10.00am – 3.00pm.

· St Wilfred’s Spring Fare – Doxford Park Community Centre – Saturday 14th March from 2.00pm – 4.00pm. There will be Accessories, cakes, cards, crafts, household goods, face painting, plants and toys and a decorated egg competition. All are welcome.
· Consultant, Audra Peacock on behalf of Sunderland CVS and SCN is researching the social and economic value of the voluntary and community sector. Groups can help us to understand the value of the voluntary and community sector in Sunderland by completing the questionnaire. The questionnaire is so important that the prize draw fund for completion of the questionnaire is now £300. A copy of the questionnaire can be downloaded from Sunderland CVS website http://www.sunderlandcvs.co.uk/  
· John Wilson produced a book about his own personal experiences in around the Silksworth area. He was awarded Community Chest funding to get the books printed. The books cost £3.99, all proceeds will go to the Donna Clare Venture. The target is £1000.

· Farringdon Jubilee Centre is now a registered UK on-line centre. Where it provides access to on-line courses around IT and use of the Internet. £100 Free Prize draw (shopping vouchers) for every course completed.
· Silksworth Art Group are having an exhibition based around allotments which is to be held at Customs House, South Shields on 1st August 2009 for approx one month and also an exhibition at Sunderland Library on August 17th 2009 for two weeks. There will also be another exhibition at Sunderland Library in October 2009 (details to follow). 
Item 10 - Any Other Business

None

Item 11 - Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 12 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held at the St Chad’s Church Hall, at 1.00pm (Buffet to start at 12.30pm) on 25th March 2009.
SP closed the Meeting at 2.00pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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