	SUNDERLAND SOUTH FORUM

Monthly meeting

Wednesday 12th November 2008




  Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Holy Rosary Church
at 1pm on Wednesday 12th November 2008.
Attendance List 

Stuart Porthouse - Chair




Vera Brydon - Vice Chair
Anthony Gonzalez - Development Co-ordinator

Charlie Thompson – St David’s Church
Lorna Lister – Administration Officer SF


Audrey Carr – Doxford Park Forum

Eileen Dunn – Herrington W I




Glen Devlin 6565 – Northumbria Police
Dot Edminson – Doxford Park Forum


Gerry Smyth – Jubilee Art Group
Sheila Smurthwaite - FRA




Brian Fearn - Gentoo
Cllr Betty Gibson





Sue Suggett – Herrington Heritage Society
Brenda Rowell - FRA





Paul Adams – Northumbria Police
Viv Watson – St Wilfred’s Church



Amber Storey – Theatre Group
Alf Carney – St Aiden’s Art Group



Ray Mowbray – PF&HCI
Tony Kinnair – Lakeside Focus Group


Lewis Atkinson
Sharon Mills – Stonham Support Service


Nicola Wood – Northumbria Police
Alan Pitchford – Northumbria Police



Mike Lowthian - Link
Rachel Anderson – Digital Challenge



Stephen Wilkinson – Link
Mary Pattinson – SCVS




Andrea Carr – SCVS

Sue Woodall – SCVS





Vivienne Metcalfe – Sunderland Council

Michelle Brunton – SES




Jemma Cole – Jubilee Centre

Margy Heskett – Jubilee Centre



James Farra – Jubilee Centre
Rev’d Jeremy Chadd – St Chad’s Church


Cllr Michael Dixon

Alan D’Arcy – Princes Trust




Sharann Smith – Princes Trust

Larry Dickens – Stoneham Tennant Support


Nicol Trueman – SCC

Pat Burn – Silksworth CA




Michelle Lindsay – Theatre Group

Anna Johnson – Volunteer Centre



Adrienne Rowley – Age Concern

Ann Donkin – Gentoo





Maureen Tuck – Holy Rosary Church

Janette Kingsley – Holy Rosary Church



Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions was made. 
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Christine Jones, Lisa Wilson, Cheryl Warcup, Cllr Peter Gibson, Mel Williams, Peter Iveson, Mrs Hutchinson, Kim Hunter, Julie Stamp, Val Cousins, Cllr Robert Oliver, Cllr Alan Wright, Rev’d Judith Morgan, Cllr Pat Smith, Tracy Morgan, M Wilkins.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

15th October 2008
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

None
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest
No declaration of Interest.
Item 6 
Management Committee Update: 
AG informed the meeting that following a Management Committee meeting, Ann Donkin was invited to join the South Forum Management Committee as a trustee from the Silksworth ward, AD agreed to join the MC.
The evening Meeting feedback was very positive and the SF will continue with the evening meetings in the future, the next evening meeting is on 21st January 2009 at the Jubilee Centre, Farringdon, starting at 5.30pm.

The SF Management Committee have discussed and agreed to get involved in a tree planting project whereby the community plant trees in designated areas with help from the council and a sponsor (supplying trees).

Item 7 - Presentation from Christine Charlton – COMPACT Update
Christine Charlton addressed the meeting with an update regarding Sunderland Compact. An e-voting exercise was conducted; results will be available to view on the South Forum’s website.
Item 8 - Presentation from Lewis Atkinson – How community groups in the South Area can help tackle the causes of poor health
Lewis works as Assistant Head of Drug and Alcohol Services for NHS South of Tyne & Wear. In the past, as well as a varied career in NHS North East, he has worked in the Treasury on public health policy and spending. Outside work, Lewis campaigns to reduce health inequalities and for greater public involvement in health. 
Lewis presented to the meeting in a personal capacity on how community groups in the South Area can help tackle the causes of poor health.

The power point presentation will be available from the South Forum’s website.

For more information regarding smoking services, good food, community wellness and alcohol please go to www.nhs.uk/livewell.co.uk
ACTION: LL to promote all services, web addresses and contact telephone numbers on SF website

Item 9 – Information Sharing
SCVS
Sunderland Centre for Voluntary Service is hosting two drop in sessions for Voluntary and Community Groups where they can gain support and advice. Sunderland South Forum will also be in attendance.
· Thursday 20th November 2008 – 10.00am – 12.00noon – Silksworth Community Centre

· Thursday 27th November 2008 – 10.00am – 12.00noon – St David’s Community Church

Also Voluntary and Community Groups are invited to a Speed Networking Event, feedback from our past events has indicated how much the voluntary and community groups enjoyed the opportunity to network, SCVS has arranged this event to allow groups to do just that. Seasonal refreshments will also be provided.
· Tuesday 2nd December 2008 – 10.00am – 1.00pm – Angel House, Borough Road, Sunderland

MP also promoted the Grassroots Grants Scheme – Grants of between £250 - £5,000 are available to small community and voluntary organisations to support a wide range of activities which will build stronger communities and develop social capital including:
· The purchase of equipment

· Local community events and activities

· Small scale training and staff costs

· Rent costs

Volunteer Centre, Sunderland
Volunteer Christmas Celebration Event – Friday 5th December 2008 – 1.00pm – 3.00pm

St Mary’s Church, Bridge Street, Sunderland, SR1 1XH

To say thank you for all the valued support volunteers have given to the local voluntary and community sector over the past year, the Volunteer Centre in partnership with Sunderland City Council, will be holding this event.

New Theatre Company

Do you dream of being on the stage? Are you: 

· Unemployed? 

· 18 years or over? 

· Passionate about writing or acting? 

· Interested in scenery and prop design? 

· Costume, stage makeup, lights or sound

Then join the exciting new Theatre Company ABSOLUTELY FREE!!

All workshops will be lead by a professionally trained team of actors and facilitators.

Drama workshops will run every Wednesday 10.00am – 3.00pm from November 5th 2008 leading to exciting staged public performance in April & July 2009.

At Salvation Army, Roker Avenue, Sunderland. Call 0191 5662677 or 5662680

Sunderland City Council

· Christmas Lights Switch on – 20/11/08 – 6.00pm – Civic Centre, Burdon Road, Sunderland
· Outdoor Winter Ice Rink – 20/11/08 – 04/01/09 – Mowbray Park, Sunderland

Aspire Funding
£500 funding is available from Aspire – Applications are being held until April 2009 when funding bids are going to be granted.
Item 10 - Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was included on the reverse of the agenda for this meeting.
Item 11 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting was to be held at the Plains farm & Humbledon Community Initiative at 1.00pm (Buffet to start at 12.30pm) on 10th December 2008.
SP closed the Meeting at 2.15pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
1

