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  Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Plains farm & Humbledon Community Initiative at 1pm on Wednesday 10th December 2008.
Attendance List 

Stuart Porthouse - Chair




David Hughes – Digital Challenge
Anthony Gonzalez - Development Co-ordinator

Elaine Harbron – Digital Challenge
Lorna Lister – Administration Officer SF


Audrey Carr – Doxford Park Forum

Eileen Dunn – Herrington W I




Mel Williams - Red Cross
Dot Edminson – Doxford Park Forum


Peter Lovegrove – PF&HCI
Brian Fearn – Gentoo





Tracey Morgon – Sunderland City Council
Cllr Betty Gibson





Sue Suggett – Herrington Heritage Society
Viv Watson – St Wilfred’s Church



Julie Stamp – PF&HCI
Ray Mowbray – PF&HCI




Christine Sharratt – PF&HCI
Mary Pattinson – SCVS




Andrea Carr – SCVS

Sue Woodall – SCVS





Vivienne Metcalfe – Sunderland Council
Anna Johnson – Volunteer Centre



Adrienne Rowly – Age Concern

Susan Urwin – Age Concern

Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions was made. 
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Oliver, Cllr Wright, Cllr Dixon, Tony Kinnair, Lisa Wilson, Maureen Bell, Cllr Peter Gibson, Rev’d Jeremy Chadd, Dorothy Hutchinson, Laura Hattrick, Brenda Rowell, Sheila Smurthwaite, Jemma Cole, Margy Heskett, Gerry Smyth, Steve Burnikell, Vera Brydon, Val Cousins, Rachel Anderson, Judith Morgan, Lewis Atkinson, Christine Charlton, Andrea Carr
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

12th November 2008
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

LL promoted all services, web addresses and contact telephone numbers on SF website regarding www.nhs.uk/livewell.co.uk 
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest
Cllr Elizabeth Gibson raised a declaration of interest regarding area arrangements.
Item 6 
Management Committee Update: 
AG informed the meeting that the South Forum management committee met on Monday 8th December. Vince Taylor, Head of Strategic Economic Development at Sunderland City Council attended the meeting to discuss the restructuring of City of Sunderland Area Frameworks. 

From May 09 the Doxford ward will be joining the East area and the Silksworth and St Chads wards will be part of the new West area arrangements. 

The next 6 months will be a time of transition and the South Forum Management Committee will take time in deciding how the organisation will develop in line with the planned changes. 

The South Forum is interested in what our members think about the new arrangements and what concerns members might have. We also want to know what support our members will need during this time of change.

The South Forum welcomes comments or views on this matter.
RP also gave a short talk about the area arrangements to the meeting covering the Councils perspective and rationale behind the change in area arrangements.
Item 7 - Presentation from Sarah Leach – Tyne & Wear Museums (Resource Centre, Beamish)
The Regional Resource Centre is run in partnership between Beamish Museum and Tyne and Wear Museums.  It provides storage for museum collections of regional, national and international importance, and also free access to these collections for community groups.  The Collections Access Team at the Centre work with many community groups on and off site on outreach projects inspired in some way by the museum collections.  Sarah will be explaining how you can work with the Centre, from a one off "behind the scenes" tour to longer creative projects.
Sarah’s presentation will be available to be downloaded from the South Forum’s website
Item 8 - Presentation from Steve Burnikell – Piglet
SB unfortunately cancelled 

Item 9 – Presentation from Mel Williams – Red Cross
MW informed the meeting that the Red Cross, primarily, is an emergency response team providing different requirements to different countries whatever their need may be, but they also do a lot of work within the community such as training, first aid and peer educators plus much more.
MW will be undertaking a project on refugees and asylum seekers within schools in Sunderland - a pilot went down well at Highfield Primary recently.  The Red Cross aim to work with partners and can also work in youth and community settings, so maybe some of the South Forum members would like to work with the Red Cross at some point in the future.
Mel’s presentation will be available to be downloaded from the South Forum’s website
Item 10 – Information Sharing
Age Concern
Adrienne Rowley (Good Neighbourhood Co-ordinator) is in the process of launching ‘Getting to know your Neighbour’, AR agreed to speak at one of out forthcoming meeting to explain a little more about the initiative.
SCVS
MP requested the membership to visit the Big Lottery Fund’s website where there is a questionnaire on the ‘Have your Say’ tab for groups that require funding to take part in.
‘Awards for All’ which is funded by the lottery is changing and not supporting Sports, Arts and Heritage to gain funding for these categories please go to a relevant funder.

‘Grass Roots Grants’ who will fund up to £20,000 have slightly changed the goal posts in their requirements:

· If a group can prove their existence, still has no constitution, but is willing to write one they are able to apply now 

· the time frame by which the money has to be spent has now been abolished.

Sunderland COMPACT

Reminder the deadline for the consultation is 15th December 2008


Plains Farm & Humbledon Community Initiative in partnership with Farringdon Jubilee Centre are running courses in the new year:

· Internet Course (Full)

· PC Fix It – 20th January 2008 (evening)

· Money Matters – 2nd February 2008

Area Arrangements

Community Consultation – February 2009

SP requested that perhaps a representative from Sunderland City Council could come and talk to the South Forum at one of our Monthly meetings to inform the membership about the new plans for the area arrangements and answer any questions, views or concerns they may have.
Item 11 – Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 12 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held at the Farringdon Jubilee Centre at 6.00pm (Buffet to start at 5.30pm) on 21st January 2009.
SP closed the Meeting at 2.15pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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