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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Doxford Park CA, Mill Hill Road, Doxford Park, at 1.00pm on Wednesday 9th December 2009.
Attendance List 

Stuart Porthouse - Chairman



Dorothy Hutchinson – East Herrington T& G
Lorna Lister





Tony Kinnair – Lakeside Focus Group



Ann Telford - NECA




Anna Johnson – Sunderland VC
Lisa Hunter – Job Start Mentoring Project

David Baily - STPCT


Anne Williams – Silksworth Heritage Group

Linda Watt - PIE


Lily Trotter – East Herrington T/G


C E Bate – St Chad’s Labour Party
Tracey Bramley – PIE




Chris Foreman - SCC
Steve Wilkinson – Sunderland LINk


Rachel Morgan – St Wilfrid’s Church

Cllr Alan Wright




Jemma Amer – Jubilee Centre




Pat Burn – Silksworth CA



Carly King – Age Concern

Judith Morgan – St Wilfrid’s Church


Viv Watson – St Wilfrid’s Church



Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Michael Dixon, Cllr Robert Oliver, Cllr Pat Smith, Sharann Smith, Insp Cheryl Warcup, P.C Les Jordan, P.C Paul Adams, Gillian Gardner, Judith Dunn, Adrienne Rowly, Peter Iveson, Sylvia Hurst, Vera Brydon, Betty Haigh, Dorothy Smith, Ray Mowbray, Gordon Ayre.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

18th November 2009
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

Item 13 – Information Sharing – KNOW YOUR LIMITS DAY
SP informed the meeting that the Forum received some good feedback regarding the event; however we would have liked to see more support from the membership. There were over 40 local voluntary community sector organisations present at the event, the staff exchanged information between the groups which will be disseminated throughout their own organisations.
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

None declared

Item 6 – Lisa Hunter – Job Start Mentoring Project
Lisa introduced the service to the members which is based at the Jubilee Centre, Farringdon. Lisa informed the meeting that since the project started in January 2009 it has gone from strength to strength with a total of 168 registered with 71 gaining employment and 21 going onto further education or training.
The service is open Mon – Fri from 9.00am – 4.00pm to anyone who is looking for employment, there are no restrictions regarding who can be supported within the service.

Lisa explained about the Job Club that has now been set up in the community so Lisa can reach even more members of the local community. The Job Club is every Tuesday morning between 10.00am – 12.00noon at the Cornishead Centre, Silksworth (appointment only).

Lisa also spoke about the partnerships she has with other organisations such as FISCUS, Job Linkage, Jobcentre, A4E, SES to name but a few.

To view the full version of the presentation a copy of Lisa’s presentation will be available form the South Forum Website.
Item 6b – David Bailey – Stop Smoking Service
David gave an update regarding the Stop Smoking Services and support offered in and around the Sunderland area. David informed the meeting about the participation of community and voluntarily sector in the bid to help and support the already current service in the city, over 40 community and voluntary workers have signed up to the project. This project is to try and enhance the service which is already established in Sunderland.
David explained that community workers have been trained to Tier 2 advisor level to help support the local community in stopping smoking. The Jubilee Centre is going to be a pilot scheme where members of the community can drop in at their leisure to get support, help, and guidance in their quest to stop smoking.

David explained that if anybody was interested in becoming a Tier 2 advisor to contact him on 0191 5297000. David also explained the financial incentives and the support with the publicity and stationery requirements of the service that the STPCT offer.

Item 7 – Police Community Safety
Unfortunately there was no representation from the Police Team at the meeting to update the Forum.
Item 8 – Information Sharing

· Carly King – Age Concern informed the meeting about a new service called Sunderland Advice Service which is available for all those aged over 19 years of age and covers Debt, Employment, Housing, and Welfare Rights. For more information please contact the service on 0191 567 4649.
· Anna Johnson – Sunderland Volunteer Centre explained to the meeting about the changes in the CRB (Criminal Records Bureau) process. The new changes are going to affect everyone. The Volunteer Centre are running a Vetting & barring scheme relating to the CRB process. There is going to be an information session on Friday 11th December at Crowtree Leisure Centre from 9.30am – 12.00noon informing people of the forthcoming changes. All welcome to attend.

· Christingle Service for St Wilfrid’s church at 4.00pm on Saturday 12th December at Doxford Park Community Centre.

Item 10 - Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 11 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 20th January 2009 at 1.00pm (12.30pm buffet) at Silksworth Community association.
VB closed the Meeting at 1.35pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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