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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at St David’s Community Church, Anthony Road, Sunderland at 1.00pm on Wednesday 24th June 2009.
Attendance List 
Stuart Porthouse - Chairman



Cllr Betty Gibson

Cllr Alan Wright




Anthony Gonzalez

Lorna Lister





Tony Kinnair

Jemma Amer – Jubilee Centre


Cllr Peter Gibson
Brian Fearn – Gentoo




A Williams – Seekers Group
Valerie Cousins – Doxford Park


Audrey Carr – Doxford Park
Dot Edminson – Doxford Park


Pat Burn – Silksworth CA



Pauline Forster - SCC




Bill Blackett - SCC
Eileen Dunn – Herrington WI



Ray Mowbray – PF&HCI 

Charlie Bate – St Chads Ward


Rachel Anderson – Digital Challenge

June Forster – SCC




Peter Iveson – Northmoor Fire Station
Mike Lowthian – LINk




Vera Brydon - Silksworth
P.C Les Jordan – Northumbria Police

P.C Stu Lacey




Lee Ferry – A690




Lily Trotter – Towns Women Guild



Betty Haigh – Middle Herrington Methodist Church
D Hutchinson – East Herrington T & G

Leanne Collins – NECA






Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 
Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions were made. 
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Jeremy Chadd, Yvonne Dunbar, John Wilson, Viv Watson, Rev’d Judith Morgan, Trish Cornish, Shiela Smurthwaite, Brenda Rowell, Michael Facia, Insp Cheryl Warcup, Julie Stamp, Ann Donkin, Sharon Mills.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

20th May 2009
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising
None

Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

Non declared

Item 6 – Management Committee Update 

SP informed the meeting that AG is unfortunately leaving the South Forum at the end of July and will be taking a post with SNCBC (Sunderland North Community Business Centre). The main reason for AG leaving the SF is due to lack of funding for his post.
SP congratulated Jemma on her marriage and informed the meeting of her new married name – Jemma Amer.

AG informed the meeting that preparations are going well for the Summer Event. AG explained to the meeting about the leaflet drop funded by Safe, Sensible, Social Alcohol Fund and that it has been delivered to over 14,000 homes in the south area.

42 groups have reserved a stall on the day and lots of activities have been arranged such as bouncy castles, face painting, Guitar Hero competition, face painting and much, much more.
ACTION: LL to email Compass bus routes to membership.

Item 7 – Presentation Bill Blackett – Tackling Anti-social Behaviour
BB gave a short presentation centred on tackling anti-social behaviour in Sunderland, the partnerships between the police and the Sunderland City Council.
A copy of BB presentation will be available from the South Forum website http://www.southforum.org.uk/events.html
Item 8 – Presentation Lee Ferry – Youth Villages

LF showed the meeting a short 5 min DVD piloting the Youth Villages from 2008, which was agreat success.

LF explained to the meeting that there is going to be a 10 week programme (XL Event) running over the summer period (Friday’s & Saturday’s) starting at Hylton Castle on 10th July 2009. 3 main areas across the North East (East & South area, Hylton Castle and Coalfields) are taking part in the initiative. 

Statistics show that there has been a 34% reduction in crime in 2008 over summer period compared to 2007 figures. Funding has been awarded to the sum of £35,000, this is to be used to employ young people to run the event, set-up/close down and activities for the events.

There is a meeting tonight at Sandhill View Youth Centre (Youth Wing) from 6.00pm where people have the opportunity to talk freely to Lee Ferry about any issues or concerns. 
P.C Les Jordan informed the meeting that youths would normally be hanging round the streets with alcohol. P.C Jordan supports the event as well as the Community Police Teams. Youths are vetted at the gate before they enter the event, screened for drugs and strict rules are enforced at each event.
Item 9 - Presentation from Leanne Collins – Drug & Alcohol Health Education Service
LC gave a short introduction to Drug & Alcohol Education Health Service.
Drug and Alcohol Education Services (DAES) provides training and awareness programmes for individual, groups and organisations wishing to understand and respond effectively to drug and alcohol related problems (over 18’s only)
The DAES visit community centres & employers to promote their service, DAES believe in education rather than forcing individuals to take part.
Free services available for ages 18 and over, treatments are also available for those who need the service.

ACTION: Contact NECA regarding applying for funding to leaflet drop focused around drug and alcohol addictions and where to access help.

For more information please go to website http://www.drugandalcoholeducationservices.co.uk/ 

Item 10 – P.C Les Jordan – Update on local issues in South area
Unfortunately Insp Cheryl Warcup could not attend the meeting. P.C Les Jordan (Beat Manager) informed the meeting that there is a community engagement meeting once a month where community based groups attend and raise issues/problems with the police.
P.C Les Jordan highlighted some local issues:
· Supplying extra Policing at events in the area

· ASBOS – working towards publicising this

· Regular & national knife campaign with local schools (Presentation, DVD and talk)

· Interaction with schools from Reception age

· Concerned with the youth disorder on Friday & Saturday nights, alcohol related problems, strict approach on Licensees and the breach of the licence. Clamping down on buying alcohol for young people, difficult to police, but have operation Analyse between 5.00pm – 10.00pm on Friday’s, Saturday’s and Sunday’s which they hop will reduce this
· In Herrington area – spate of burglaries on older people’s homes in the last month, travelling criminal has been caught.

· Working closely with Youth Clubs – Box Youth Project and Youth Almighty.

· The advantage to having a Community Beat Officer in an area is that continuous problems and issues are dealt with and not forgotten.

ACTION: LL to put on South Forum website dates and times of Police drop-in sessions 

Item 11 – Information Sharing
· Mike Lowthian from LINk informed the meeting about a consultation around STPCT and 

· June Foster informed the meeting that she had some free Volunteering Toolkit to give away – please contact her at the end of the meeting if you wish to receive one.
· Fire Station Open Day on 5th July 2009 – Everybody Welcome. Home safety advice, road collisions, fun event and youth services.

· Jemma Amer informed the meeting that the Jubilee Centre are hosting an event in partnership with Gentoo on 5th August 2009, lots of fun activities at the Jubilee Centre
· Also that in partnership with Gentoo and Digital Challenge the Jubilee Centre supported an event to raise awareness amongst Gentoo Lakeside Towers residents regarding the onsite ICT facilities currently available free of charge, 24hrs a day. 
· Tony Kinnair is handing in a petition to the council regarding the Birds on the lake at Lakeside.

ACTION: AG to write to Chief Executive offering support to the Lakeside Focus Group.

Item 12 – Any Other Business
None
Item 13 – Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 14 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on 15th July 2009 at the Jubilee Centre, Allendale Road, Farringdon.
SP closed the Meeting at 2.35pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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