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  Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Farringdon Primary School, Archer Road, Sunderland at 6.00pm on Wednesday 22nd April 2009.
Attendance List 

Stuart Porthouse - Chair




Cllr Phil Tye – Youth Almighty
Anthony Gonzalez - Development Co-ordinator

Chris Foreman - SCC
Lorna Lister – Administration Officer SF


M Fascia – SCC
Tony Kinnair – Lakeside Focus Group


Gerry Smyth – Jubilee Art Club

Sue Suggett – Herrington Heritage



Eileen Dunn – Herrington WI

Alf Carney – St Aidans Art Club



Mary Pattinson – SCVS

Trish Cornish – SCVS





Cllr Peter Gibson

Cllr Elizabeth Gibson





Ray Mowbray – PFHCI

John Wilson






Mike Lowthian – Sunderland LINk

Pat Burn – Silksworth CA




Vera Brydon – Vice Chair

Andy Laverick – Youth Almighty



Samantha Belcher – T & W Museums

Adrienne Rowley – Age Concern



Anna Johnson – Volunteer Centre

Su Yip – SCC






D Hutchinson – EHTG
L Trotter - EHTG
Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 
Joanne West, acting Deputy Head of Farringdon Primary School welcomed the meeting and gave a short presentation on the facilities that the school can offer.
Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions were made. 
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Alan Wright, Peter Iveson, Lisa Wilson, Sharann Smith, Rev’d Judith Morgan, Brian Fearn, Viv Watson, Julie Stand, Dorothy Smith, Julie Stamp, Audrey Carr, Val Cousins, Dot Edminson, Cllr Pat Smith.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

25th March 2009
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising
None

Item 5 – Declaration of Interest
Declarations of Interest were received from Councillors Peter Gibson & Elizabeth Gibson and also from Stuart Porthouse.
Item 6

Item postponed until after the presentations items 7, 8 and 9.
Item 7 – Presentation Cllr Philip Tye
Short presentation on a new free website that is available for anyone to use in the voluntary sector. A brief demonstration on how to build a website was shown. 
Cllr Tye is willing to put together a half days training session on how to build your own website with groups and individuals. Contact Phil Tye for more information on cllr.philip.tye@sunderland.gov.uk 
Item 8 – Presentation Kirsty McNally
Kirsty gave an introduction to what Community cohesion means in the city of Sunderland and what the team hope to achieve in communities across Sunderland. Kirsty informed the meeting what is already happening in Sunderland and how, as residents and groups, can develop work in new areas of the city. Kirsty would like to hear the views from the residents and groups. Kirsty can be contacted via email from Kirsty.McNally@sunderland.gov.uk 

Item 9 – Presentation Su Yip

Consultation is now underway to establish an activity programme for the new 25m pool due to open later in the year. Su Yip, from the Sport and Leisure section of the council, Su explained how people can get involved in the consultation process. 

Su also gave a brief overview of the Government's Free Swimming Initiative, 2 year funding plan for 16 and under and 60 and over to access the pools throughout the city free of charge. For more information contact Su Yip on Su.Yip@sunderland.gov.uk 
Item 6 – Management Committee Update
Feedback from the March 2009 monthly meeting was discussed and considered. 

The options from page 3 of last months meeting were considered. 

I. Do nothing and disband when funding expires
II. Find funding for all expenditure, carry on as we are with no change. If no funding sourced then revert back to I)
III. Look at options – merger/amalgamation into the West area 

The following points were noted:

· The three wards of Doxford, St Chad’s and Silksworth have strong links and existing networks.

· It is important that members based in the Doxford ward were not excluded from future developments.

· There are opportunities in terms of funding from both the East and West area committees. 

The Chair of the South Forum requested clarification from the Local Authority of the role of the South Forum in the transition to new area arrangements. 

On 21st April 2009 a meeting between the Forum and representatives from Sunderland City Councils Development and Regeneration department to ‘consider a way forward that may include proposals for a new West Forum’.

Representatives from the South Forum have been invited to take part in the West Area Forum consultation event scheduled for next Tuesday on 28 April 2009 

The main point is that the future of the South Forum would be influenced by the availability funding to sustain the organisation.  

The Forum are unable to give any specific answers at the moment and is carrying on as best we can and hopefully we will be able to further update the membership at the next monthly meeting.
Item 10 – Information Sharing
· The South Forum Annual Community Event is to take place on Saturday 4th July at Farringdon community School, Archer Road, Sunderland. The theme for the day is ‘American Independence Day’. Booking form for tables/stalls are available at the meeting and also available from the Jubilee Centre. For more information please contact Anthony or Lorna @southforum.org.uk 

· East Herrington Town Women’s Guild are hosting a fashion show on 9th June 2009 at St Chad’s Church Hall at 7.00pm. Tickets cost £1.50 which includes tea and biscuits. All proceeds to go towards St Chad’s Organ Fund and guild funds.

· Silksworth Art Group are having an exhibition based around allotments which is to be held at Customs House, South Shields on 1st August 2009 for approx one month and also an exhibition at Sunderland Library on August 17th 2009 for two weeks. There will also be another exhibition at Sunderland Library in October 2009 (details to follow). 
· Adrienne Rowly from the Good Neighbourhood Project needs volunteers to support the project. There are also drop-in sessions on:  

- 26th May
Beckwith Mews, Seaham Street, Silksworth

10.00 – 12.00noon

- 1st June
Plains Farm & Humbledon Community Initiative
1.00 – 3.00pm

- 10th June
Jubilee Centre, Allendale Road, Farringdon

10.00 – 12.00noon

For more information contact adriennerowly@acsunderland.org.uk 
Item 11 – Any Other Business
None
Item 12 – Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 13 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on 20th May 2009 at Silksworth CA.
SP closed the Meeting at 7.30pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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