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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Plains Farm and Humbledon Community Initiative, Tudor Grove, Sunderland at 1.00pm on Wednesday 21st October 2009.
Attendance List 

Stuart Porthouse - Chairman



Gillian Gardner – Sunderland Carers Centre

Lorna Lister





Tony Kinnair

Brian Fearn – Gentoo




Ray Mowbray – PFHCI
Gordon Ayre – North East Disabled Ass

Gary Clasper – SCC

Jim Daly – SCC




Danielle Beeton – Sunderland Echo

Ann Donkin – Gentoo




Viv Watson – St Wilfrid’s Church

Rev’d Judith Morgan – St Wilfrids Church

Eileen Dunn – Herrington WI

Mike Lowthian – LINk




PC Les Jordan – Northumbria Police

Insp Cheryl Warcup – Northumbria Police

Lily Trotter – East Herrington T/G

Dorothy Smith – East Herrington T/G


Betty Haigh – Middle Herrington Church

Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group


Yvonne Dunbar – Management Committee

David Baily – STPC/NHS



Judith Dunn – ETEC
Lee Sevenoaky – Spark FM



David Hughes – Digital Challenge

Rachel Anderson – Digital Challenge 


Andrew Cheeseman – Community IT
Vera Brydon – Vice Chair
Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Peter Gibson, Cllr Betty Gibson, Rev’d Jeremy Chadd, Dorothy Hutchinson, Cllr Alan Wright, Adrienne Rowly, Pat Burn, Ann Williams, Peter Iveson, Samantha Beltcher, Viv Scott, Gareth Cousins, Jemma Amer. 
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

15th July 2009
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

None

Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

Non declared

Item 6 – Management Committee Update 

SP informed the meeting that a brief Management Committee meeting was held after the 2009 AGM. 
The following officers were elected from the Management committee
Chairman:

Stuart Porthouse

Vice Chairperson: 
Vera Brydon

Secretary: 

Yvonne Dunbar

Treasurer:

Pat Burn

Item 7 – Tony Railton – Northumbria Tyne & Wear Mental Health Trust
TR explained to the meeting that the NHS South of Tyne & Wear and Northumberland Tyne & Wear (NTW) NHS Trust are working together to formally consult; patients, carers, staff, partner organisations and local people on South Tyneside and Sunderland about locations being considered for new in-patient facilities for people with mental illness.
The presentation covered information about the options being considered and gave details about public meetings being held in Sunderland and South Tyneside.
If you would like further details please do not hesitate to contact Tony Railton by email tony.railton@ntw.nhs.uk or by telephone 07801 107898
Item 8 – David Hughes & Rachel Anderson – Digital Challenge
Both David and Rachel gave an overview to the new Digital Challenge Portal Project where community groups, forums and individuals to name a few can connect, communicate and share information. The portal is similar to a ‘Facebook’ for the Sunderland area. The portal can be an extension to your website, one easily updates the other or vice versa when new information is added to either.
The Portal goes live on the 1st December 2009, which ties in with the ‘IT in the Community’ event which is being hosted by Digital Challenge at the Stadium of Light on the 1st and 2nd of December. There will be speakers and representatives from community groups and Microsoft.

Item 9 – Lee Sevenoaks – Spark FM 107FM
LS gave a brief introduction to Spark FM. Spark FM is a community radio station serving the 15-24 year olds of Sunderland. Creating opportunities for people to tell their stories and contribute and even lead discussions that affect them.

Spark FM also offers the opportunity to get involved as volunteers, for whom they will provide full training and therefore no experience is needed and you don’t have to be 15-24 or live in Sunderland in order to get involved, but have an interest in Radio and a willingness to produce creative radio programmes for young people in Sunderland.

Spark FM will look at each individual’s skills and interests and encourage them to volunteer in areas of the station that suit their skills. There are many opportunities, both ‘on air’ and behind the scenes, as we have teams in production, sales, promotions, community liaisons, community programming to mention just a few.

As well as learning radio skills volunteers will also enhance and learn skills in:

· Confidence building

· Communication skills

· Team work and team building

· Organizational skills

· Community awareness

· Social awareness

· Media awareness

· Interpersonal skills

The community based radio station has a five year licence to transmit from Sunderland to a radius of 5 miles.

The official launch date for the station is the 26th October 2009.
Item 10 – Police Community Safety
PC Les Jordan informed the meeting of a new project called ‘Community Messaging’ whereby members of the community and neighbourhood watch parties register their details with the local neighbourhood policing team which enables them contact you with relevant information on local news, events, meetings and crime prevention matters.
Forms are available for completion from Farringdon Jubilee Centre and Farringdon Hall Police Station.
Insp Cheryl Warcup requested the community to be safe and sensible with November 5th coming up, any community resident who sees any inappropriate behaviour to contact the local police team.
Item 11 - Information Sharing

· Gary Clasper from Sunderland City Council informed the meeting about the Local Development Framework. The LDF is a series of documents prepared by Sunderland City Council that together set out the planning framework for the city for the next 15 years. The LDF will replace the Unitary Development Plan (UDP) which was adopted in 1998.

The Core Strategy is at the heart of the LDF and sets out the vision and the objectives for the physical development of the city along with broad policies to help deliver these. It will include how land will be used for homes and jobs, how important services such as transport, shops and leisure facilities will be provided for and how the natural environment will be enhanced to protected to 2026.

Since 2005 consultations have been taking place and to date there are four spatial development approaches. Each includes a number of strategic sites whose development the council considers vital to achieving any of the options. The results of the consultation will allow a Core Strategy Preferred Option to be finalised (for further consultation).

Gary left an information booklet which details all of the above and also has a tear out section which can be returned back to the Planning Department with the public’s views. 

The booklet is available from Sunderland Council or can be viewed and downloaded at http://www.sunderland.gov.uk/public/editable/themes/environment/planningandenvironment/planningpolicy/LDF/core-strategy-folder/default.asp 

· Mike Lowthian from Sunderland LINk informed the meeting about the Integrated Pilot Scheme under which Church View Medical Practice will be run by City Hospitals. The Pilot will not start until January 2010. Formal go ahead was agreed by NHS competition recently and PCT approval was agreed on 13th October. The staff arrangements have not been organised yet hence the set-back until Jan 2010.
Practice has a population of 6000; the pilot will involve a min of 50 patients with a max number of 200. All patients will be over 65 and will be from the middle of the patient triangle. The pilot will last for 3 years.

15 other pilots all looking at different scenarios. The PCT have built in safeguards to prevent.

· David Baily from NHS Stop Smoking Team gave a short presentation about the NHS Stop Smoking campaign. The campaign is all about ‘live longer, live healthier’ lifestyle and what we subject our bodies to now, will eventually take effect on us when we are older. 
David wants to get more community groups involved in the ‘Stop Smoking’ campaign, the south Forum and the Jubilee Centre have signed up in order help and support members of the community in the process of stopping smoking. If anybody would like to know more please contact david.baily@sotw.nhs.uk 

· Judith Dunn informed the meeting of an open day at ETEC on the 28th October 2009 between 10.00am – 3.00pm. Free refreshments, family orientated activities, demonstrations and generally see what resources ETEC has available. The courses are funded by the City of Sunderland Council.

· The South Forum has secured £2500 from the Safe, Sensible and Social Small Grants Scheme to host a ‘Know your Limits’ day. Hoping to run the event in early December (2/12/09). The event is to involve residents, community & voluntary groups, individuals, workers and statutory bodies. Activities that we have planned are Voluntary workshops, theatre focused event covering the topic of alcohol in a fun, friendly manner, information stands and cooperation form the local neighbourhood policing team. Goody bags will be given out on the day. We are currently looking at venues to host the event; any suggestions please speak to Lorna.
· The South Forum has arranged the community ‘Bonanza Bus’ to visit Silksworth and Lakeside Village on the 5th November 2009. The Bonanza Bus is a charity shop on wheels with all items being priced at 5p. The bus is also going to attend on the 9th December 2009 at the Forum’s monthly meeting held at Doxford Park Community Association. More dates are to follow.

· Update on John Wilson, ‘No more Boredom’ book which he produced with the help and support form the Sunderland South Forum assisting him with his community chest application.

John has sold a total of 325 books donating £1304 to the Donna Clare Venture fund.

· The Jubilee Centre is hosting a UK On-line day on the 30th October 2009. Members of the community can drop in and get connected to the internet and email in easy simple steps with the help and support of the Jubilee Centre’s staff. You can also register and be in with a chance of winning £100 worth of shopping vouchers. You will also be entered into the national competition with prizes such as laptops and internet connections. For more information contact Jubilee Centre on 522 8447.

· Silksworth Job Club is now running in the Gentoo Housing Office, Cornishead Centre on Tuesdays between 10.00am – 12.00noon, by appointment only. For more information or to book an appointment contact Lisa on 522 8447.
· A new ‘Surf into Work’ course has just started at the Jubilee Centre on Friday mornings between 10am – 12noon for 10 weeks. Spaces are still available. Course covers CV’s, application forms, job search, interview skills and much more. Call Margy at the Jubilee Centre on 522 8447.

· Sunderland CVS wanted two workshops promoted:

· Award for all Workshop – 25th November 2009 – 10.00am – 12.00noon

· Funding Workshop on the Safe, Sensible, Social Small Grants Scheme – 12th November 2009 – 10.30am – 12.00noon.
· Both are being held at Riverview House, West Wear Street, Sunderland, SR1 1XD

· To book a place or for more information please contact Mary Pattinson on 0191 565 1566 or via email mary.pattinson@sunderlandcvs.co.uk 

Item 12 – Evaluation

Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 13 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 18th November 2009 at 1.00pm (12.30pm buffet)
SP closed the Meeting at 2.30pm and thanked everyone for attending
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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