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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Holy Rosary Church Hall, Abercorn Road, Sunderland at 1.00pm on Wednesday 18th November 2009.
Attendance List 

Vera Brydon – Vice Chair



Jackie Aimona - Gentoo

Lorna Lister





Tony Kinnair – Lakeside Focus Group
Brian Fearn – Gentoo




Ray Mowbray – PFHCI
Gordon Ayre – North East Disabled Ass

Anthony Gonzalez – Job Linkage
Ann Telford - NECA




Dawn Croft – Job Linkage
Lisa Hunter – Job Start Mentoring Project

Cllr Peter Gibson – SCC



Eileen Dunn – Herrington WI



Cllr Betty Gibson - SCC
Adrienne Rowly – Age Concern


Kayleigh Cummings - Gentoo


Lily Trotter – East Herrington T/G


C E Bate – St Chad’s Labour Party
Dorothy Smith – East Herrington T/G


Tracey Bramley - PIE
Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group


Ray Mowbray - PFHCI
Judith Dunn – ETEC




Kevin Ayre – North East Disabled Ass
Rachel Anderson – Community IT 


Andrew Cheeseman – Community IT
Cllr Alan Wright




John Wilson

Jemma Amer – Jubilee Centre



Graham Sloan – Community IT

Gill Chapman – PIE




Pat Burn – Silksworth CA

Peter Iveson – Tyne & Wear Fire and Rescue
Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Vera Brydon welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions were made.
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Anna Johnson, Helen Nugent, Rev’d Judith Morgan, Viv Watson, Betty Haigh, Margaret Whitwham, Alison Cox, Stuart Porthouse, Ann Williams, Cllr Oliver, Cllr Dixon, David Bailey.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

21st October 2009
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

None

Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

None declared

Item 6 – Lisa Hunter – Job Start Mentoring Project
Unfortunately Lisa is unable to present to the meeting due to Laryngitis. However Lisa will present at the next meeting in December.
Item 7 – Tracey Bramley – People into Employment
PIE offers support to carers, ex-carers and people with disability. The project helps clients to take the first steps into training and work.

Support is tailored to meet individual needs and can include training, vocational experience, voluntary work and employment.

PIE is part of ETEC development trust. ETEC is a charity specialising in providing high quality training and development.
Tracey invited any further questions at the end of the presentation.
Item 8 – Judith Dunn - ETEC
ETEC is based in the East End of Hendon, in Sunderland. It was founded in 1991 and now trades as a charity and community interest company, which means its profits are ploughed back into the community. There was a charity launch at the end of October 2009 for ETEC.
ETEC specialises in providing training and development services. It runs a number of projects and services. ETEC's mission statement is:

‘Working with People as they liberate themselves from imposed poverty and inequality by providing the best learning experience possible, engaging individuals and communities in an open, friendly way’.
The presentation detailed ETEC's awards and funders in addition to its individual training programmes and services, which include:

· Youth (apprenticeships and E2E) 

· People into Employment (PIE) 

· Play Together 

· Community Development Work 

· Children's Essentials Services 

· Learndirect 

· Community Learning 

· Cafe ETEC 

· ETEC Construction 

· Re-use Centre 

· Contact Your Future 
Reference was also briefly made to the Paint and Tool Banks, Community Decorators, People's Wall, School's Projects and private training.
Judith invited any further questions at the end of the presentation.
Item 9 – Kayleigh Cummings – Enterprising Futures
Enterprising Futures is a business start up and enterprise development service set up to work with residents of Sunderland. 

The Gentoo Group are working in partnership with Social Firms North East, Social Enterprise Sunderland and Sunderland Community Enterprise Network to offer a range of business start up and enterprise development services to customers. This information provides a summary of the services available together with contact details for receiving further information. 

What does Enterprising Futures aim to do? 

To encourage and support the development of new small business ideas 

To create employment opportunities for disabled and disadvantaged people 

To support new and existing local businesses and assist them to benefit from local investment activity 

To produce feasibility studies on new business ideas 
Enterprising Futures can assist anyone living in the City of Sunderland. 


Kayleigh invited any further questions at the end of her presentation.

Item 11 – Anthony Gonzalez – Job Linkage
Job Linkage was established in October 1996 to address high levels of unemployment in the Hendon and Houghton Areas of the City. We have developed the service over the years and it has now evolved into a comprehensive neighbourhood service with 13 local centres in some of the most disadvantaged wards of the city. Recognised as a unique public and voluntary sector partnership it is managed by Sunderland City Council’s Office of the Chief Executive and delivered with partners Sunderland North Community Business Centre who act as the voluntary sector consortium lead for other delivery partners including Thorney Close Action and Enterprise Centre, New View Enterprise Shop and Grindon Action Technology Enterprise Services.

Employers

As part of the Job Linkage network, Employer Link is our dedicated service offering recruitment and job brokering services and focuses our work with local employers.

Regional Links

On a regional basis we are part of the newly formed Tyne and Wear City Region Employment Consortium which is working strategically to address and respond to local priorities to address worklessness and improve the Region’s employment rate and skills levels.

Other Partners

We also work with a wide range of other private, public and voluntary organisations for the mutual benefit of our clients these include; Nexsteps, Sunderland Teaching Primary Care Trust, Shaw Trust, City of Sunderland Adult Services, Connexions, Fiscus, Surestart, Children’s Information Service, Sunderland Carer’s Centre, North East Council for Addictions, North East Refugee Service, Northumbria Probation Service, Tyne and Wear Care Alliance, Nexus Travel and the Employer Coalition. This list is by no means exhaustive as on a local level all centres have networks of community and voluntary sector organisations with whom they work on a daily basis.

Matrix Accreditation

We are nationally accredited to The Matrix Quality Standard for the delivery of adult Information, Advice and Guidance Services (IAG). All of our staff are professional, experienced and either vocationally qualified (or working towards qualification) to work with adults.

Item 12 – Police Community Safety
Unfortunately there was no representation from the Police Team at the meeting to update the Forum.
Item 13 – Information Sharing

· ETEC are starting a Digital Photography course on 20th November 2009 at 9.30am. Open to all who live in Sunderland. Please see Judith after the meeting to discuss further.

· Adrienne Rowly from Age Concern informed the meeting that if there are any experienced workers or Volunteers to contact the Good Neighbourhood Project via Adrienne Rowly.
· Following the success of last year's event, a FREE Community IT Barcamp is being organised to bring together community groups, technologists and policy makers to discuss practical issues around digital inclusion and IT in the Community.   This informal event will provide links to new markets in the community, offer valuable advice from experts in the field and provide a users insight into how technology is used in the community.   

The event promises to be a valuable networking opportunity for SME's, private, public and third sector organisations and is being hosted in collaboration with the IT in the Community Conference being held at the prestigious Stadium of Light. This year the conference will be featuring an interactive playroom where delegates can demo the latest inclusive technology. With enthralling presentations and workshops from industry leaders in technology and digital inclusion.

Places are limited for both of these events, so book now to avoid disappointment;

Community Barcamp 09 will be held on the 30th Nov from 1730 to 2030 in the Durham Suite at the Sunderland Stadium of Light. The full itinerary and registration details can be found at  http://www.communityitbarcamp.eventbrite.com/   
IT in the Community is on 1st and 2nd December at the Stadium of Light and is absolutely FREE.

The full itinerary and registration details can be found at http://www.itinthecommunity.com/
· Cllr Alan Wright informed the meeting that he has been in discussion with Jemma Amer from Farringdon Jubilee Centre and Tony Kinnair from Lakeside Focus Group regarding the potential development of allotments near Lakeside, the aim of the project is to get young people interested in growing not destroying and healthy eating. If anyone has routes into funding we would welcome advice and guidance.
· Cllr Peter Gibson informed the meeting that is was the switch on of the Christmas Lights in the City Centre tonight. The event will take place outside the Civic Centre, Toward Road at 6.00pm. There will be a firework display and musical entertainment for the public.

· The Management Committee meeting scheduled for the 2/12/09 has been cancelled due to an event taking place on the same day which is hosted by the South Forum.
· ‘KNOW YOUR LIMITS DAY’, Alcohol awareness event on Wednesday 2nd December 2009 at Silksworth CA starting at 10.00am to 2.00pm. Everyone is welcome to come along. Those of you who would like to have an information stand please collect a booking form at the table at the back of the room. We encourage our members to attend on the day to show their support.
· The Jubilee Centre/South Forum are now registered as a venue that runs the Stop Smoking Campaign, The campaign is officially going to start in January but anyone who wants to give up smoking please pop into the Jubilee Centre to get help, support and guidance over a 12 week programme with the added help of NRT. Many other tools available to help the Client to Stop Smoking are available.

· The feedback from the Bonanza Bus was excellent; the bus has arranged to attend the same venues on the 17/12/09. Silksworth CA 10.30am – 12.00noon and Lakeside Village 12.30pm – 2.00pm. The Bonanza Bus is also going to attend the December monthly meeting.

· The South forum in partnership with CEED are running a taster session – how to construct  a wooden planter, weaving some willow or making newspaper seed pots on Tuesday 24th November 2009 between 10.00am – 12.00noon. If you are interested in attending please email lorna@southforum.org.uk or via telephone 0191 5228447.
Item 14 - Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 13 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
VB informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 9th December 2009 at 1.00pm (12.30pm buffet).
VB closed the Meeting at 2.10pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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