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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Jubilee Centre, Allendale Road, Sunderland at 6.00pm on Wednesday 15th July 2009.
Attendance List 
Stuart Porthouse - Chairman



Gillian Gardner – Sunderland Carers Centre

Anthony Gonzalez




Samantha Beltcher – T&W Museums
Lorna Lister





Tony Kinnair

Jemma Amer – Jubilee Centre


D Hutchinson – East Herrington T & G

Vivienne Metcalfe – SCC



Gerry Smyth – Jubilee Art Club
Brian Fearn – Gentoo




A Williams – Seekers Group
Anna Johnson – Volunteer Centre


P.C Kevin Foggin
Bill Blackett - SCC




Steve Burnikell
Lily Trotter – Towns Women Guild


P.C Stu Lacey





Betty Haigh – Middle Herrington Methodist Church
Eric Hall + 1 - ICAS
Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 
Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions were made. 
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Jeremy Chadd, Yvonne Dunbar, Amanda Watson, Dorothy Smith, Brenda Rowell, Shiela Smurthwaite, Adrienne Rowly, Ilene Dunn, Laura Hattrick, Cllr Alan Wright, Pat Burn, Rev’d Judith Morgan, Viv Watson, Betty Gibson, Peter Gibson, Rachel Anderson, Julie Stamp, Ray Mowbray, Michael Fascia, P.C Les Jordan, Cheryl  Warcup.

Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

24th June 2009
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising
None

Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

Non declared

Item 6 – Management Committee Update 

It was noted that it has only been a short period of time since the last Monthly Meeting, nothing to report.
Item 7 – Eric Hall – ICAS – Carers Federation
EH gave a short presentation regarding the Independent Complaints Advocacy Service. A copy of this presentation can be collected from the Jubilee Centre.

What is ICAS?

ICAS stands for the Independent Complaints Advocacy Service, They can help if you feel you have not had the service you expect from the National Health Service (NHS) and want to complain. 

ICAS is:

· Free

· Independent

· Confidential

Item 8 – Anthony Gonzalez – Update on South Forum Fun Day
AG gave a brief overview to the South Forum Fun Day assisted with some photographs from the day. Funding was secured from the NHS Safe, Sensible Social fund to promote the event. A leaflet was produced and delivered to over 13,000 households within our area of benefit. In addition to promoting the event, a positive message around alcohol misuse and support available locally was delivered to over 22,000 residents.

Actively involved on the day were Sunderland Northeast Council on Addiction and the North East Regional Alcohol Forum to provide information and advice to residents attending the event. Approx over 700 people attended the event and the feedback gained was excellent, please note some of the comments below from some of the stall holders.
· Fun event

· People were very helpful

· Good age range

· Well organised

· Excellent venue

· Lots of fun activities

In addition to facilitating the community event, we offered the opportunity for those attending to take part in a consultation exercise.

We asked ‘What do you think would make Sunderland a better place to live?’
105 people answered the question, some of the results were:

· More activities for children and youths

· More free community events
· More policing on anti-social behaviour

· More things for kids to do

· More facilities for younger people

· More green belts and less juvenile disorder

To view a full list of the results please visit http://www.southforum.org.uk/documents/MicrosoftWord-2009AnnualEventreportandsummary.pdf
SP informed the meeting that the Fun Day was a great success.
Item 9 – Police Community Safety Update
P.C. Kevin Foggin informed the meeting that there is a Community Engagement meeting on the 16th July at St Chad’s Methodist Church which is to launch the neighbourhood watch in that area. P.C KF informed the meeting that a leaflet drop had been sent out prior to the meeting to local people in the area.
ACTION: LL to get dates for the Community Engagement Meetings for the three wards and promote on website.
P.C KF also informed the meeting:

· The fair at Northmoor was a success and it will be going ahead next year

· The disorder on the mineral line has decreased

· General disorder is reducing as highlighted areas are being policed

P.C KF also explained to the meeting that the community are the eyes and ears for the police, and that contact can be made with the police on a private and confidential basis to discuss any police matter.
Item 10 – Information Sharing
· Jemma Amer from the Jubilee Centre informed the meeting that partnered with Gentoo they held a promotion event regarding the P.C suite in the Towers at Lakeside. Over 50 people turned up and want to start ‘introduction to computers’ course, JA explained that this is something that is being looked into.
· Gillian Gardner from the Sunderland Carers Centre gave out some leaflets summarising Caring with Confidence. 
What is Caring with Confidence?

If you are looking after a friend or relative, Caring with Confidence can help you to make a positive difference to your life and that of the person you care for. Caring with Confidence is aimed at improving support for carers aged 18 and over in England. You can develop your caring knowledge and skills by:
· Taking part in free local group sessions

· Completing self-study workbooks

· Accessing on-line sessions

· Or a combination of all three

To get more information please contact Sunderland Carer’s Centre 0191 567 3232 or via email reception@sunderlandcarers.co.uk. There are also Caring with Confidence sessions on the South Forum website (Sept – Oct 2009), please visit http://www.southforum.org.uk/activites.html 

· A new surgery has opened (Maritime Surgery) for any patient living in the City of Sunderland. The practice is situated in a very pleasant Health Centre (Pennywell Medical Centre) with ample free parking, easy access and offers some unique points to consider when visiting the surgery such as opening hours or trying to get an appointment.
· Samantha Beltcher noted that LL had already sent out the FREE family fun programme from Tyne & Wear Museums. These activities can also be viewed from the South Forum website http://www.southforum.org.uk/activites.html 

· Gentoo in partnership with the Jubilee Centre are hosting a Fun Day on the 5th August 2009 between 10.00am – 2.00pm. Lots of fun FREE activities for the whole family to enjoy. Refreshments will be available on the day.

· Steve Burnikell from Nationwide Office Supplies gave a brief introduction to his company and explained he would like to get more involved with the community regarding promotional gifts and banners etc.

· Tony Kinnair informed the meeting that the petition for the island on the lake looks as though it has been successful and an island is going to be erected.
Item 11 – Any other Business
SP informed the meeting that this would be AG last meeting, SP thanked AG for all his had work and wished him all the best for the future.
SP informed the meeting that the South Forum attended a West Steering Group meeting on 6th July, SP expressed that the South Forum would like to be a part of the west and encouraged members to take part in the meetings along with assisting the East if required.
Item 12 – Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 13 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting (AGM) is going to be held on Wednesday 16th September 2009 at St Chad’s Church Hall, Charter Drive, Sunderland.
ACTION: LL to contact Samantha Beltcher regarding some activity/presentation for the AGM and Farringdon Primary School Chior
SP closed the Meeting at 7.20pm and thanked everyone for attending
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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