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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Farringdon Jubilee  Centre, The Launch Pad on Wednesday 30th November 2011 at 1.00pm.
Attendance List 
Stuart Porthouse – Chairman



Jemma Amer – Jubilee Centre
Steph Leung – Jubilee Centre



John Crombie – Sunderland North Family Zone
Yvonne Dunbar – Management Committee

Louise Robson – Sunderland North Family Zone
Eileen Dunn – Management Committee


Christine Gourley – Silksworth Res
Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group


Brenda Rowell – Farringdon Residents Association
Pat Burn – Silksworth Heritage Group 


Sheila Smurthwaite - Farringdon Res Association

L Trotter – East Herrington Heritage Group

Debbie Ross – Community IT


D Hutchinson – East Herrington Heritage Group 
Elaine Harbron – Community IT
Mark Dixon – Children’s Centres


Gina Smith – Sunderland Carers’ Centre
C E Bate – St Chad’s Labour Party


Rev’d Jeremy Chadd – St Chad’s Church


Lynne Watson – Stonham Tenant Support Service
Sharon Mills – Stonham Tenant Support Service
Chris Swain – Sunderland LINk


Janet Butler – Sunderland LINk

Pat Burn – Silksworth Heritage Group


Viv Watson – Doxford Park Community Association

Clare Murray – Work Clubs, City of Sunderland
Rachel Chaffe – Work Clubs, City of Sunderland

Carly King – Age UK




Bill Foster – Tyne & Wear Fire & Rescue

Yvonne Dunbar – Management Committee

J Wilson – Silksworth Heritage Group

Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group

Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 
SP welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the Launch Pad at the Farringdon Jubilee Centre for letting us hold our monthly meeting in the centre. 
Item 2 – Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from: Peter Iveson, Lisa Wilson Riddell, Ann Donkin, Rachel Anderson, Lisa Hunter, Rev’d Judith Morgan, James Third, Gerry Smyth, Anne Williams, Linda Procopis, Ben Eadon, Helen McAdam and Wendy Greenhow.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

19th October 2011
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

None
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest


None received
Item 6 – John Crombie & Louise Robson – Sunderland North Family Zone
The Sunderland North Family Zone is based at Hylton Castle, they are a charity based organisation and some of their funding comes from UK Online. In April 2011 they created and developed a work club that was solely aimed at helping anyone unemployed, after discussing with Jobcentre at Southwick, they were able to develop a scheme where anyone struggling to get online and searching for jobs could get help from themselves. They run a UK Online Centre programme called Go On, which help people to get online and to develop their IT skills. From 31st October 2011 they have had over 70 different people enrolling onto their work programme. Clients can also develop their Literacy skills from the help of a volunteer tutor at the centre, there are no age restrictions on this work programme.
John & Louise accepted questions from members.

Item 7 – Debbie Ross – Community IT
Debbie gave a PowerPoint presentation at the meeting explaining what the Community IT team offers and aims. Community IT actively promotes the use of IT within the City working closely with the Voluntary & Community Sector and other Partners. Sunderland City Council’s Community IT team offers a wide range of facilities and services which can help you and your organisation such as, advice and guidance about the computers and the Internet, IT skills training, event support, equipment loan, website design, technical support and film & social media services. The team have achieved 53 Electronic Village Halls (EVH), 5 EVHs in development, 448 Public Access PCs (70 in development), 50 Community of Interest Websites, 200+ Community e-Champions and 152 Voluntary & Community Sector Organisations.
Debbie accepted questions from members.

Item 8 – Clare Murray & Rachel Chaffe – Work Clubs, City of Sunderland
Clare and Rachel introduced themselves to attendees and also introduced two other members of the team, Janice Musham & Louise Scollen. The team is based at Thorney Close Children’s Centre and they run Work Clubs for parents, they help clients to create CV’s, job searches, volunteer opportunities and to give training and career information. Parents who come to the work clubs can also bring their children along to the Children’s Centre free of charge. They work with Joblinkage during this work club as they refer clients to themselves, Joblinkage only works with clients who are unemployed over 12 months and they think by referring clients to this work club will help them. They also work with Fiscus, who help their clients calculate what sort of jobs would suit themselves. Clare informed the meeting that these work clubs which they run are also ran at the Bunny Hill Centre, Hendon, Houghton and Washington.
Clare & Rachel accepted questions from members.

Item 9 - South Forum Annual Community Event Review
Jemma Amer gave a brief review of the South Forum’s Annual Event, the event went well, lots of fun activities than information stands, roughly had 150 people attended and unfortunately this year we did not hold the event in the Summer which may affected attendance, also due to funding deadlines we did not have enough publicity or marketing opportunities.
Item 10 – Information Sharing
Pat Burn – Silksworth Heritage Group - The Beamish Re-enactment of the Silksworth Miners Eviction Strike will take place during the February 2012. Silksworth Heritage Group is assisting with a Heritage Trail of the Streets involved and meetings are in progress with schools (8 from Silksworth, Ryhope, Mill Hill) and organisations to prepare for the event. 
Jemma Amer – Farringdon Jubilee Centre – Complete and Pass an accredited Literacy or Numeracy course in Six weeks and we will pay for the Health & Safety test for a CSCS card. Complete and Pass two courses and we will also pay for the card application. For more information please the centre on 0191 522 8447. Jubilee Christmas Event is held on Thursday 8th December, 3:30pm – 6:00pm.
Carly King – Age UK - Winter Warmth Campaign 2011, Friday 2nd & Friday 9th December, both 10am - 12 noon at The Bradbury Centre, Stockton Road Sunderland. Winter warmth packs will be available for sale only £2.00 each. Also Christmas Carol Service, Tuesday 6th December 2011 at 2.00pm, held at the Sunderland Minster, High Street West, Sunderland, Refreshments served afterwards. For further information call 0191 5141131or visit their website www.ageuksunderland.org.uk
Dorothy Hutchinson & Lily Trotter - East Herrington Heritage Group – A member of the Help the Heroes will be arriving at St Chad’s Church Hall on Tuesday 24th January 2012, to do a talk and will be presenting a cheque, the talk will roughly start between 7:45pm – 8:00pm.
Christina Gourley – St David’s Music Group – the group is moving to Sandhill Youth Wing at the Sandhill School to teach people music and there are no age restrictions.
Sunderland LINk – please visit www.sunderlandlink.org.uk for more information about Health Watch, Please note the closing date for the consultation is 12th December to allow time to analysis the results and feed into the specification.
Item 11 – Any other business

None.
Item 12 – Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 13 - Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed that the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 25th January 2012 at 1.00pm (12.30pm buffet). Venue is The Lakeside Community Centre.
SP closed the Meeting at 2.20pm and thanked everyone for attending and wished all attendees a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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