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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Plains Farm & Humbledon Community Initiative, Tudor Grove, Plains Farm, Sunderland, at 1.00pm on Wednesday 26th January 2011.
Attendance List 
Stuart Porthouse – Chairman



Carly King – Age UK


Vera Brydon – Vice Chair



Ann Donkin - Gentoo
Steph Leung – Administrator



Christine Gourley – Silksworth R A
Ray Mowbray – PF&HCI



Yvonne Dunbar - NHS
Eileen Dunn – Herrington W.I.



Stephen Dodds - Nexus

Joan Reed – FISCUS




Dorothy Hutchinson – East Herrington TWG
Gordon Ayre - NEDA




Lily Trotter – East Herrington TWG

Kevin Ayre - NEDA




Leanne Collins - NECA


Gina Smith – Sunderland Carer’s Centre

Gill Dickinson – Family Adult Community Learning

Gillian Gardener – Sunderland Carer’s Centre

Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group

Cllr Alan Wright – Sunderland City Council
Jim Nesbitt - ETEC
Elaine Harbron – Sunderland Council Community I.T

Betty Hough – Middle Herrington Church
Tracey Bramley – P.I.E



Carol Burnell – Sunderland Home Care Associates

Linda Watt – P.I.E



Gillian Helens – Sunderland Home Care Associates
Brenda Rowell – Farringdon R A

Maureen Mackee – Sunderland Home Care
Sheila Smurthwaite – Farringdon R A

PC Les Jordan – Northumbria Police

PC Paul Adams – Northumbria Police

Lorraine Kidd – Sunderland LINk
Anthony Gonzalez – Joblinkage

Laura Lynch - Joblinkage
Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

SP welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Plains Farm & Humbledon Community Initiative for letting us hold our monthly meeting at the centre.

Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Judi Bevan, Cllr Michael Dixon, Rev’d Jeremy Chadd, Harriet Goudie, Maureen Plunkett, Claire McRoy, Rachel Anderson, Cllr Peter Gibson, Cllr Elizabeth Gibson, Dorothy Smith, Adrienne Rowley & Anita Jarvis.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

24th November 2010
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

None
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

None received
Item 6 – Joan Reed - FISCUS
FISCUS is a community funded organisation, they have 26 outreaches, 6 advisors covering all areas in Sunderland, they do not do home visits because of Health and Safety reasons. The team gives free and confidential advice on working tax credit & child tax credit, job grants, income support, housing and council tax benefit , incapacity benefit, etc. FISCUS is working alongside with Gentoo and Joblinkage. Joan informed the meeting that if you’re thinking of starting your own business, the Enterprise Talent Scouts are now working in the area, offering practical support to inspire and motivate people with business ideas. The Scouts can help give you the confidence and motivation to think about ideas for self-employment and starting your own business. The Enterprise Talent Scout is part of the Sunderland Working Neighbourhood Strategies (WNS) programme, which ends in March 2011. Every person who signs up to the Talent Scouts receives £500 to help them with their business plans and ideas.
Joan accepted questions from members.
Item 7 – Carol Burnell & Denise McNay – Sunderland Home Care Associates
Carol and Denise gave a PowerPoint presentation and explained what Sunderland Home Care Associates does for the community, they work with families and children with disabilities, provide personal care service, provide academic support for students at Sunderland University, etc. The company has begun a new initiative called Independent Futures which is in partnership with Sunderland City Council and the Local Health Authority. Independent Futures can provide homes for people who have lived in long stay institutions most of their lives, they have 12 houses up and running to date, all houses are run in conjunction with housing associations, they are housing a total of 20 individuals over the last 18 months and all individuals have their own tenancy agreements. The team gives active support to each individual with daily living, cooking, paying bills or cleaning. All individuals have 24 hours support Independent Futures are working alongside with R.E.D (Rapid Enterprise Development), resettlements team, social services, social workers and advocates. All staff is trained with the highest standards, they can also gain qualifications from the following:
· NVQ in Health and Social Care

· Safe handling of medicines

· Health and Safety

· Food Hygiene

· Safeguarding Adults

Carol and Denise accepted questions from members.

Item 8 – Linda Watt – People Into Employment
Linda gave a PowerPoint presentation and explained what P.I.E does. PIE has been in existence for 10 years and is a project within Etec Development Trust, which is now a registered charity. They provide a relaxed and informal environment and positively support clients to reach their potential and move into appropriate training and work. Their support is tailored to meet individual needs and can include training, vocational experience, voluntary work and employment.  

People into Employment is unique as it is the only organisation in the region that specifically looks to support carers and ex-carers back into work.PIE is part of Sunderland Carers’ Strategy and they have links with Caring with Confidence (Dept of Health funded programme).
P.I.E has various ways to help their clients, they help them with application forms, find work placements and work trials, give interview preparation support, offer training courses, they see their clients on a monthly basis, offer weekly Skills for Life Drop-in, etc.
Recently PIE has been awarded Good Practice status with an emphasis on Employability Services within the City Region's Good Practice framework (Tyne and Wear).
Linda accepted questions from members.
Item 9 – Management Committee Update
SP announced that the South Forum funding is secure until this year June/July.
Item 10 – Information Sharing
· Carly King – Age UK – The Spread the Warmth Campaign finale is Bobble Day, Friday 11 February – a day for staff, schools, corporate partners and the public to support the campaign and help prevent thousands of older people suffering needlessly in winter by buying or making a Bobble and wearing it with pride. Bobbles will be sold at all of our shops in the run up to the big day where we have asked for a £1 donation for each bobble bought and will ask people to wear the bobble or something orange. They want Bobble day to be a wonderful fundraising day covering the whole of the UK and in years to come we hope it will be as big as Comic Relief Day.

· Gill Dickson – Family Adult Community Learning – Training programmes are now available and every person who joins the programme can achieve up to 11 qualifications. They offer non accredited and accredited courses up to Level 2, including Adult Literacy and Numeracy, also ESOL. If any organisations are interested in becoming providers with FACL, they can help you to apply for funding to run courses in your own centres or organisations. For more information please contact FACL on 0191 561 2620.
· Gillian Gardener – Sunderland Carers’ Centre – More than Grandparents Sunderland, Grandparents kinship carers’ support and campaigning network. They are led by and for grandparent kinship carers, particularly those who are caring for their grandchildren as a result of their parents’ substance misuse. More than Grandparents are aiming to find solutions to the barriers and difficulties faced by grandparent kinship carers. The next network meeting is on Thursday 10th February 2011, 12pm-2pm, Sunderland Carers’ Centre, 12 Toward Road, Sunderland, SR1 2QF, light lunch and transport upon request. For more information please call on 0191 567 3232.
· Anthony Gonzalez – Joblinkage – Anthony informed members of the SNCBC Community Reachout Survey. The Community Link Team have been contacting residents to ask for views on what residents would like to see in terms of the local service provision and community based activities. They value your opinions which help them to improve the services that they can offer. For further information please contact Anthony Gonzalez on 0191 537 3231 or via email at anthonygonzalez@communityopportunities.co.uk
· PC Les Jordan - Northumbria Police – Informed the members that he will be speaking at the next meeting and will give us a crime stats update.

· Tracey Bramley – People Into Employment – PIE is offering apprenticeships for ages between 16 – 65 year olds who do not have a degree or equivalent qualification, are not in full-time education and are employed at least 16 hours a week. They can offer apprenticeships in Business Administrator, ITQ and Customer Service. Apprenticeships are Government funded through the Skills Funding Agency, meaning that there is no cost to you as an employer if your staff fit certain criteria. Apprenticeships are normally made up of three elements: Key Skills, Technical Certificate(s) and a National Vocational Qualification (NVQ), each of which are separately certificated.  For more information please contact Jim Nesbitt on 0191 5656414 or email jim.nesbitt@etec.org.uk
· Ann Donkin – Gentoo – International women's day is an annual event which is held in March each year and this is its 100th centenary year. They want to make this year bigger to celebrate the occasion so to do this they are asking women all over the world to 'Knit a square' for International Women's Day which falls on Tuesday 8th March. In Sunderland this is being co-ordinated by the City of Sunderland and Ann Donkin and Sue Whittingham have volunteered to help from Gentoo.
Gentoo Genfactor Competition, open to young people from year 6 – 11 living in Sunderland. If any young person has a talent, singing, dancing, comedian, band, musician, etc, application forms are available now from Ann Donkin at the North Moor Office, for information on both events please ring 0191 5255000. Auditions take place in April and final in September 2011.
· East Herrington Town Women’s Guilds – Dorothy and Lily informed the meeting that they would like more members joining the group for more help and support.
· Cllr Alan Wright – Barnes Park re-opening in late March / early April this year and there is a new cafe area in the Coach House. The café is run by people who have been through special needs programmes with the council.
· Ray Mowbray – Plains Farm & Humbledon Community Initiative – Coffee Morning in aid of Brothers in Arms, Friday 11th February, 10am-12pm, there will be home made cakes and biscuits, raffle prizes and Name that Soldier.
Frankie Says Slide, 80s themed 918ft zip slide challenge, 19th and 20th March 2011, Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art, Gateshead. For more information please 01604 687 768 or email frankieslide@stroke.org.uk.
· Stuart Porthouse – Free FCDL Membership for Community and Voluntary Organisations and Networks. If you are a community and voluntary organisation and network with an income less than £15.000 pr. year and you are interested in being actively involved with FCDL, they would like to offer you Free membership of the Federation for Community Development Learning (FCDL) for 1 year. You can find more information by contacting them directly via email: admin@fcdl.org.uk or phone 011 4253 6770.
Item 11 – Any other business
NONE
Item 12 – Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 13 - Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting

SP informed that the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 23rd February 2011 at 1.00pm (12.30pm buffet). Venue is Farringdon Jubilee Centre, Allendale Road, Farringdon, Sunderland, SR3 3EL.
SP closed the Meeting at 2.40pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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