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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Lakeside & Gilley Law Community Association, Lakeside, Sunderland at 1.00pm.
Attendance List 
Stuart Porthouse – Chairman



Jemma Amer – Jubilee Centre
Danielle Phillips – The Launch Pad


Lorna Lister – South Forum

Vera Brydon – Vice Chair



Rev’d Jeremy Chadd – St Chad’s Church
Eileen Dunn – Management Committee



Gerry Smyth – Jubilee Watercolours
Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group


Brenda Rowell – Farringdon Residents Association
James Third – Nexus




Cllr Alan Wright

Ann Williams – Silksworth Heritage Group 

Sheila Smurthwaite - Farringdon Res Association

L Trotter – East Herrington Heritage Group

Daniel Krzyszczak - ICOS


D Hutchinson – East Herrington Heritage Group 
Michal Chantkowski - ICOS
Gina Smith – Sunderland Carers’ Centre

J Pescod – Lakeside Association
C E Bate – St Chad’s Labour Party


M Stobbs – Lakeside Association

Alan Cook – Portland College



Rachel Anderson – SCC Community IT
Janet Butler – Sunderland LINk


Dionne Smith – Volunteer Centre
Pat Burn – Silksworth Heritage Group


FR Ben Eadon – St Chad’s Church
Bill Foster – Tyne & Wear Fire & Rescue

Carly King – Age UK Sunderland
Yvonne Dunbar – Management Committee

J Wilson – Silksworth Heritage Group




Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 
SP welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Lakeside & Gilley Law Community Association for letting us hold our monthly meeting in the centre. 
Item 2 – Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from: Mark Dixon, Lisa Wilson-Riddell, Christine Gourley, Bill Blackett, Ann Donkin, Lisa Hunter, Steph Leung, Cllr Peter Gibson, Cllr Betty Gibson.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

30th November 2011
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

None
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

None received

Item 6 – Lisa Hunter – Job Start Mentoring Project


Presentation cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances

Item 7 – Michal Chantkowski – ICOS
Michal introduced ICOS (International Community Organisation of Sunderland) and explained the nature of the charity.  ICOS has been in existence since June 2009 and a registered charity since April 2011. They are based in Sunderland, members from different localities within the North East. ICOS are members of the Sunderland Black and Minority Ethnic Network (SBMEN). They help migrant and minority people living in the region to live, survive and thrive and to be a part of the local community through a range of targeted approaches.
Give advice and Guidance (Education/opportunities, social security, employability, rights at work). ICOS are an ARCH reporting centre; English classes are available for their members and hold Information events in association (with Gentoo, Northumbria Police, HMRC, Parliamentary Outreach, LINk).

Michal’s presentation will be available on the South Forum website. 
Item 8 – Sara Woolley – Acute Paediatric Services Consultation
On the 7th of December a public consultation was launched, inviting patients, health professionals and the general public, to give their views on the future of services for the acutely sick and injured children across Gatehead, Sunderland and South Tyneside.

They want to see more children and young people receiving care closer to home or in their own home and fewer presenting at hospital and being admitted for overnight stays.  To ensure that this is possible, they plan to increase the range of services available in the community.

For those children who do need hospital support, they will establish assessment units within Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Gateshead, South Tyneside District Hospital, South Shields, and Sunderland Royal Hospital.   

A small number of children will need to be admitted for overnight stays or longer periods.  To meet their needs, they plan to create a single, dedicated paediatric inpatient unit to serve the South of Tyne and Wear area.  This would be located at Sunderland Royal Hospital.  Children and young people would also be able to use the service provided by the Great North Children’s Hospital at the Royal Victoria Infirmary in Newcastle.
Option 1

Implementation of a range of service developments including:

• walk-in services available to children of all ages

• children’s community nursing team support for acutely ill and injured

children and young people

• children’s short-stay assessment units in hospitals in Gateshead, Sunderland

and South Tyneside, available for limited hours, eg 8.00am - 10.00pm

• inpatient care available at Sunderland Royal Hospital and the Great North

Children’s Hospital at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle.


Option 2

Implementation of a range of service developments including:

• walk-in services available to children of all ages

• children’s community nursing team support for acutely ill and injured

children and young people

• children’s short-stay assessment units in hospitals in Gateshead, Sunderland

and South Tyneside, available for 24 hours each day

• inpatient care available at Sunderland Royal Hospital and the Great North

Children’s Hospital at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, Newcastle.
What are the options for the future? 

Option two is their preferred option.  It provides a good balance between community and hospital services and means that the small number of children who attend during the night can be managed within their local area.  

The consultation is the result of three years work looking at how services can be improved. During this time the PCT has engaged widely in developing these proposals, with the input from healthcare specialists, the children and young people who use the services, and their parents. The consultation will end on 31st march 2012. For more information you can go to www.sotw.nhs.uk/yoursay or by contacting Sara Woolley, Operational Reform Officer on 0191 5297374 or email sara.woollet@sotw.nhs.uk. 

Item 9 – Information Sharing
Bill Foster (Tyne & Wear Fire Services) asked what information the Forum would like to know. Stuart agreed that on a six monthly basis the fire and rescue department inform the Forum of the statistics regarding incidents and call outs etc in the local wards.
Gerry Smyth – Any Age Music A new group has formed called Any Age Music.
Every Thursday between 4.30pm - 6.30pm, Sandhill Youth Wing (Thorney Close entrance)


Come along and learn to play music, Share Skills, Play along with other musicians, Drums, Keyboard, Guitar and Bass, Any age 7+ to 60+, Bring your own instrument if possible, £1 voluntary donation.
James Third – Nexus Explained about the Stakeholder Events which are continuing come along to a meeting to hear more about proposals to change the way local bus services are planned and delivered, and to get your views.

Local buses play a vital role in supporting the economic and social life of the region, getting 141 million passengers a year to work, education, the shops and other services Nexus has been asked by the Tyne and Wear Integrated Transport Authority, with the support of the area’s five local councils, to look at possible new models for the delivery of bus services.

We will be looking at the relative merits of a Quality Contracts Scheme, based on local franchising of bus services, or new Voluntary Partnership Agreements with operators, to see how they might bring improvements for passengers. These would represent a significant change to the current ‘deregulated’ bus market.

It is important we understand your views about current bus services in Tyne and Wear, the way local transport supports your business or organisation, and get feedback from you as we develop our proposals. The next one being at the Hetton centre, Welfare Road, Hetton, DH5 9NE on Thursday 26th January 2012.
Dorothy Hutchinson – East Herrington Towns Women’s Guild. At their next TWG meeting on the 28th February 2012 the Sunderland Singers will be performing
Cllr Alan Wright – Local residents are coming together to form a group called the ‘Friends of the Lake’. There is a meeting on 27th January 2012 at 6.00pm at Silksworth Community Pool, Tennis and Wellness Centre (Sports Hall)
Bill Foster – There is a fire event taking place at the Lakeside Tower blocks on 30th January 2012 at 11.00am covering fire safety but also covering safety in general.
Gina Smith – Sunderland Carers Centre. The following training opportunities for carers…

‘Caring with Confidence’ sessions for all carers – starting 20th February 2012

‘Understanding Dementia’ sessions for carers looking after someone with dementia – starting 20th February 2012

‘Caring with Confidence’ sessions for kinship / grandparent carers looking after grandchildren whose parents have mental health or substance misuse problems.

Carly King – Age UK Sunderland. Age UK Sunderland is urging people in Sunderland to support Age UK’s Care in Crisis campaign demanding urgent reform of the care and support system.

The charity has launched a Care in Crisis petition calling on the Government to reform the care system for older and disabled people so that everyone gets the care they need to live with respect and dignity.  The petition calls on the Government to take urgent action to ensure that:

· Everyone who needs care receives it and is treated with the respect they deserve 

· No-one is forced to sell their home or sacrifice all their savings to pay for the care they need

· People are able to plan and prepare for care in advance

Age UK Sunderland is asking all those who care about social care both now and for the future to help the petition towards its target of 100,000 signatures. Reform of the system is, Age UK believes, the most pressing issue facing older people today. Carly has the petition with her today for those who wish to sign or you can sign online at enquiries@ageuksunderland.co.uk.

Spread the Warmth is the Age UK national winter iniative with the goal to reduce suffering and preventable winter deaths during winter amongst people in later life. 

The Spread the Warmth Campaign finale is Bobble Day, Friday 10th February 2012- a day for the public, staff, schools, corporate partners and the public to support the campaign and help prevent thousands of older people suffering needlessly in winter by buying or making a Bobble and wearing it with pride.

We would be delighted if you could get involved by buying a bobble from one of our Age UK shops, organising some sort of fund raiser with family, friends work etc.  Please tell us about your bobbling adventures and/ or send us any pictures to our Facebook Page and/or website.

We will also be organising different fund raising activities on the run up and a big event on Bobble Day (Friday 10th February), so please keep checking our Facebook Page and website regularly to find out what's happening.
Stuart Porthouse – The South Forum has been awarded £9100 between 2012and 2013 to support, engage, and assist the community into work.
Police & Community Forum – The Kepier Hall, Church Street, Houghton-le-Spring, DH4 4DN on Tuesday 31st March 21012 at 7.00pm.

Stuart asked the Forum to complete a questionnaire for the Jubilee Centre regarding a Community Cafe which has been put on every seat, please complete the questionnaire and hand back to Lorna.
Item 10 – Any other business
None

Item 11 – Evaluation

Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 12 - Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed that the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 22nd February 2012 and is to be held at The Launch pad, Farringdon Jubilee Centre, Allendale Road, Farringdon, SR3 3EL.
SP closed the Meeting at 2.00pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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