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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at St Chad’s Church Hall, Charter Drive, Farringdon, Sunderland, at 1.00pm on Wednesday 24th March 2010.
Attendance List 

Stuart Porthouse - Chairman



Sheila Smurthwaite – FRA



Lorna Lister – South Forum



Brenda Rowell - FRA




Rev’d Jeremy Chadd




Lesley Maitland – Ravens Ski Club
David Bailey - STPCT




James Fielding – Gentoo Green
Christopher Scratcher-Oates – Walking for Health
Jemma Amer – Farringdon Jubilee Centre
Ray Mowbray – PFHCI




Danielle Phillips – The Launch Pad
Gordon Ayre – North East Disabled Association
Cllr Alan Wright - SCC
Cllr Peter Gibson




Judith Dunn - ETEC
D Hutchinson – EHTG




Tom Cranston – Friends of Doxford Park

Pat Burn – Silksworth CA



Carly King – Age Concern

Vera Brydon – Vice Chair



Eileen Dunn – Herrington WI


A Jarvis – SNCBC




Steph Leung – Jubilee Centre


John Wilson – Silksworth Heritage


Ann Donkin – Gentoo
L Trotter – EHTG




Yvonne Dunbar – NHS/Secretary
Stephen Wilkinson – Sunderland LINk


Rev’d Judith Morgan – St Wilfrid’s Church
Katie Willcock – NHS South of Tyne & Wear

Viv Watson – St Wilfrid’s Church
Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Rev’d Jeremy Chadd for letting us hold our monthly meeting at St Chad’s church hall.
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Adrienne Rowly, Anna Johnson, Joanne Tench, Anneline Watts, Chris Foreman, Tony Kinnair, Gerry Smyth, Cllr Michael Dixon, Cllr Betty Gibson, Cllr pat Smith, Cllr Phil Tye, Ann Williams, Kevin Ayre, Peter Iveson.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

24th February 2010
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

None
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

None received
Item 6 – James Fielding – Gentoo Green
Gentoo Green (part of the Gentoo group) was set up in 2004, it advises all other departments within the Gentoo group regarding environmental issues in partnership with the Global Action Plan an International charity. James gave a brief introduction to climate change and carbon footprints.
Gentoo Green can offer free workshops and advice sessions to groups and individuals on how to reduce their carbon footprint and in turn can reduce your household bills by up to £140. Gentoo Green also offers regular monthly meetings which can be attended by members of the public. Gentoo Green can also take you out to venues to show how Eco Teams are trying to reduce the amount of carbon in the atmosphere. 

James accepted questions from the meeting and informed the meeting of an interesting website to visit www.energysavingtrust.co.uk and go to the green tab of the page.

Item 7 – Tom Cranston – Friends of Doxford Park
Tom showed the members a short video which highlighted the problems and challenges faced by the Friends of Doxford Park. Tom explained that the group require £150,000 to clean and improve the quality of the water and water systems within the park. £35,000 has been awarded via Sunderland City Council with support from Cllr Betty Gibson. Tom informed the meeting that the Environmental Team from the City of Sunderland Council are working with the group along with Northumbrian Water but need more support and funding to get the project started. 
Tom issued the meeting with a quick consultation questionnaire and some general information regarding the Friends of Doxford Park. 
Item 8 – Stephen Wilkinson – Sunderland LINk
Stephen showed the members a presentation regarding the NHS Constitution for England. The constitution establishes the principles and values of the NHS in England. It sets out rights to which patients, public and staff are entitled, and pledges which the NHS is committed to achieve, together with the responsibilities which the public, patients and staff owe to one another to ensure that the NHS operates fairly and effectively.
Stephen explained to the members that the public and patients have the right to voice their opinions and that their views matter. Stephen explained that he could come out to groups and individuals to explain the constitution in more detail and how Sunderland LINk can assist with any grievances.

Stephen accepted questions from the members.

Item 9 – West Area VCS Network Meeting
There has not been a meeting since the last update in February, the next West Area VCS Network meeting is to be held tomorrow (25th March), will update next meeting in April.
Item 10 – Information Sharing
· Danielle Phillips introduced herself as the Youth Coordinator of the new Launch Pad. Danielle explained about the activities currently running at the venue such as the Play Scheme on Tue, Wed and Thurs for 8 – 14 year olds between the hours of 6.00pm – 9.00pm.

Free Garden Party – There will be tea, coffee, cakes and bingo to enjoy. The event will be held at the Farringdon Jubilee Centre on Tuesday 13th April 2010 between 11am – 1pm.

Farringdon Community Sports College Extended Services are hosting FREE activity days during the Easter break between 10am – 12.30pm on 6th, 7th, 8th April.
· Carly King from Age Concern explained to the meeting about a new Singles group which is going to be launched for the 50+. The project is going to start in May 2010 within the Sunderland area, Carly will keep us up-to-date with any further developments.

· Judith Dunn from ETEC informed the meeting about monthly drop-ins ran by PIE (People into Employment) who help and assist carers back into the world of work. The drop-ins start on 31/3/10 between 10am – 12noon at Cafe ETEC, Hudson House, Hendon.
· Ray Mowbray from PFHCI explained that the work has started on the Garden Project; this project is ran in partnership with ETEC.

Also Plains Farm School in partnership with PFHCI are hosting an Easter Fun Day which is to be held on Wednesday 7th April where there will lots of activities for the young people including an Ice Rink and the Football Cage via the A690.

· Cllr Gibson forwarded his apologies for the June Meeting in advance as he will be attending the Buckingham Palace Garden Party.

· Vera Brydon explained to the meeting about the ‘A Taste of Africa’ event which is to be held at Silksworth Immaculate Mary Church on Saturday 27th March starting at 7.00pm. Tickets are £5 or £2.50 for children under 12. Please contact 5213278 or 5226305 to reserve a ticket.

· Stuart Porthouse reminded the members about the Easter Fancy Dress event which is to be held at Farringdon Social Club on Friday 2nd April starting at 11.00am – All welcome.
Item 11 – Any Other Business

None
Item 12 - Evaluation

Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 13 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 21st April 2010 at 1.00pm (12.30pm buffet). Venue is The Launch Pad, Farringdon Jubilee Centre, Allendale Road, Sunderland SR3 3EL
SP closed the Meeting at 2.25pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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