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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at North Moor Fire Station, North Moor Road, Farringdon, Sunderland, at 1.00pm on Wednesday 24th February 2010.
Attendance List 

Stuart Porthouse - Chairman



Alison Cox - SNCBC
Lorna Lister





A Jarvis - SNCBC



Ann Telford - NECA




Anna Johnson – Sunderland VC
David Bailey - STPCT




Tony Kinnair – L.T.R.A
Gerry Smyth – J.W.C




Christopher Scratcher-Oates – Walking for Health
Ray Mowbray – PFHCI




Fiona Hethrington - NECA
Gordon Ayre – North East Disabled Association
Kevin Ayre – North East Disabled Association

Cllr Peter Gibson




Insp Cheryl Warcup – Northumbria Police
Cllr Betty Gibson




D Hutchinson - EHTG

Pat Burn – Silksworth CA



Carly King – Age Concern

Vera Brydon – Vice Chair



Eileen Dunn – Herrington WI


Sue Suggett – Herrington Heritage


Adrienne Rowly – Age Concern


Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group


Lesley Carberry – Age Concern


John Wilson – Silksworth Heritage


Ann Donkin – Gentoo
L Trotter – EHTG




Anneline Watts – SES Just the Job
Joanne Tench – SES Just the Job


Bridget Phillipson – Wearside Women in Need

Richard Hood – Active Sunderland


Lyndsey Robson – Active Sunderland

Tracey Bramley – PIE




Linda Watt – PIE
Mike Greener – Sunderland Coaching Academy
Cllr Michael Dixon – SCC

Wendy Greenhow – Sunderland Carers Centre
Katie Wilcox – NHS South of Tyne & Wear

Steph Leung – Jubilee Centre



Stu Oliver – Northmoor Fire Station, Watch Manager

Chris Foreman – SCC




Peter Iveson – North Moor Fire Station Manager




Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked North Moor Fire Station for letting us hold our monthly meeting at the station.
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Alan Wright, Julie Connaugton, Rev’d Jeremy Chadd, Dawn & Charlotte (Sunderland Carers centre), Sharann Smith, Lisa Wilson, Judith Dunn, Yvonne Dunbar, Lisa Hunter, Jemma Amer, Sue Kellie, Dorothy Smith, Cllr Pat Smith, Cllr Phil Tye, Viv Watson, Rev’d Judith Morgan.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

20th January 2010
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

None
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

None received
Item 6 – Sue Kellie – Community Crime Fighters
Unfortunately Sue Kellie was unable to attend the meeting and apologies were received in advance.
Item 6 – Stu Oliver – Watch Manager – North Moor Fire Station
Stu Oliver kindly stepped into replace Sue Kellie.

Stu covered home safety with the meeting such as smoke alarms, chip pans, electric blankets and overload of sockets. Stu explained that your local community fire station, free of charge, will come out to you home and give a through safety check, replace any smoke alarms or batteries and give general advice to the homeowner.

Stu also informed the meeting that they attend a few large community events such as Sunderland air show, local schools, sheltered accommodation etc in order to give out information on home safety.

Stu also informed the meeting that if they were interested in having a home safety check or knew anyone who would be interested to complete a form which were available at the meeting or from Farringdon Jubilee Centre.
Stu answered questions from the forum.
Item 7 – Bridget Phillipson – Wearside Women in Need
Bridget manages the coalfield, Houghton-le-Spring area refuge within the city; the centre has been open for around 18mths and has 10 self contained flats, and extensive internal and external areas. WWIN also operate a 24hr helpline. 600-700 women and children have been helped since the project started back in 2008 via residential and outreach support.
WWIN help and support women and men who are in abusive relationships. There has been an increase by one third in women and children in need regarding domestic violence. Over the past 20 years the number of incidents has dramatically increased but in the same vain so has the number of convictions. 
WWIN work in partnership with the police and the mental health service.
WWIN are always desperate for women’s clothes, toys, books and children’s clothes. There are offices in Sunderland and Washington where donations can be dropped off.

WWIN is funded via Sunderland City Council, some work grants, targeted work and kind donations from members of the public
Item 8 – Richard Hood – Active Sunderland
Active Sunderland (Sunderland’s Community Sports Network) will involve all key organisations, agencies and individuals within the area. Active Sunderland will develop the local community’s ability to make decisions, influence, change, and deliver Sport within the area.

High quality sport and physical activity has a lasting impact on every aspect of community life and impacts on the physical and social health of communities. The city’s regional and national achievements in sport and physical activity give a sense of pride and character.

There has been significant citywide investment into sport and leisure facilities and more currently is underway. 

Sunderland benefits from dedicated volunteers who give more and more of their time every year, to delivering the benefits of sport and physical activity to many individuals, neighbourhoods, clubs and schools.
Richard explained about the Active Sunderland Bus which can be booked to attend local community events. The bus is shared with Sunderland AFC Foundation and it can do free wellness checks for those aged 16 and over. The bus has full disabled access.

The initiative is funding to keep going until 2012.

Richard accepted questions from the meeting.


Item 9 – Update on West Area VCS Network

The West Area Voluntary and Community Sector Network met at St Mary and St Peters community project at 1:30pm on Thursday 11th February 2010, the meeting was chaired by Cllr Susan Watson and Angela Cousins (LA Officer) held the secretariat duties.
There were 15 people in attendance at the meeting including 2 x West Councillors and 2 x council officers.
Richard Parry (LA) discussed the West Area Priorities:-

Attractive and Inclusive – Housing / Residential

Safe

Learning

Prosperous

Attractive and Inclusive – Environment

The group were asked for feedback regarding the above as selected by the west’s elected members; it was felt that the priorities should include Health which is part of Sunderland’s plan.
The Sunderland Area VCS Networks – Draft terms of reference, which had been greatly reduced and simplified, where approved by the group.
Angela Cousins (LA) – Updated the group that the nest West Area Committee meeting would be Feb 24th 6pm Venue TBC, questions to be presented to the councillors are welcome however should be fed via Angela with 48 Hours prior notice.
3 Members where elected as delegates Bill Leach, Edna Rochester and Ann Morrison who are to attend the West Area Committee, they will attend the forthcoming meeting and feedback to the group.

The meeting was concluded with a brief information sharing session.
Item 10 – Information Sharing
· David Bailey from the Stop Smoking service informed the meeting that 7 new people working in the community have been trained to tier 2 in Smoking cessation.

· Walking for Health – Promotes initial activity in walking

· Adrienne Rowly from Age Concern informed the meeting that the Volunteers for the Good Neighbourhood Project are now in place, so if anybody knows of anyone who may require basic help to contact the project.

· Isp Cheryl Warcup informed the meeting of a new Sergeant called ken Robinson who hopefully will be introduced to the Forum in the near future.
· Silksworth Art Group has a display of their work in Saltwell Park for 8 weeks starting on the 1st march 2010.

· Sunderland Carers Centre has many events in March:

9/3/10 – 12.30- 2.30 – Carers Centre – Direct Payment Support.

11/3/10 – 10.00 – 12.00 – Carers Centre – parent and carers welcome, telecare speaking.

19/3/10 – 12.30 – 2.30 – Hetton Welfare Hall – Transition Drop-in.

15/4/10 – 11.0 – 1.00 – Sunderland Carers Centre – Emergency Planning for Carers Information session (need to book due to room size)

21/4/10 – 22/4/10 – 2 day course in Washington Carers Centre – Who might be a Carer?

· Plains Farm & Humbledon Community Initiative – SNCBC have started a Job Linkage Outreach 2.00 – 4.00pm on Thursdays, Alison Cox started on 25/2/10

· PFHCI also have a slimming world class on a Thursday evening from 7.00pm

· Cllr Peter Gibson informed the meeting that Youth Almighty have tendered to provide all youth provision in the Silksworth ward, the results are being announced at some point today.
· Cllr Gibson also commented on the excellent attendance at the meeting.

· Cllr Gibson informed the meeting that Sunderland Council have commissioned a piece of art (glass) to mark the end of the miners’ strike in 1985. There is going to be a presentation on 5/3/10 at the Civic centre at 2.00pm where the Silksworth banner Club will also be displaying their work.

· Ann Donkin from Gentoo explained that the Green Team are going to be sited in a caravan at Lakeside giving advice on Energy Saving initiatives.
· St David’s Community Music Group are looking for new members, must have their own instrument.

· Tony Kinnair informed the meeting that the Lakeside Residents Association have changed their name to Lakeside Tenants’ & Residents Association.

· The South Forum Annual Summer Event will be taking place on 17th July 2010 at Silksworth Community Association. Paperwork will be forwarded in due course to book a table for the event.

· Mining Institute in Newcastle are having a morning meeting on the 10/3/10 in the Neville Hall (adjacent to Central Station) starting at 10.30am. Ken Smith, Journalist retired, North East History Author will be speaking at the meeting about “Big Meetings of Miners...the Durham Gala and Northumberland Picnic”. Everyone will be made welcome.
Item 9 – Any Other Business

None
Item 10 - Evaluation

Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 11 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 24th March 2010 at 1.00pm (12.30pm buffet). Venue, St Chad’s Church Hall, Durham Road.
SP closed the Meeting at 2.20pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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