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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at St Chad’s Church Hall, Charter Drive, East Herrington, Sunderland, at 1.00pm on Wednesday 23rd March 2011.
Attendance List 
Stuart Porthouse – Chairman



Charles E Bate – St Chads Labour Party
Steph Leung – Administrator

Fiona Hetherington - NECA
 
Pat Walton – Herrington W I



Vicki Kenyon - NECA
L Trotter – east Herrington T W G


Pat Burn – Silksworth Resident Heritage Group
Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group


Anne Williams - Silksworth Resident Heritage Group
Rev’d Jeremy Chadd – St Chads


Cllr Alan Wright – City Council
Carly King – Age UK Sunderland


Viv Watson – St Wilfrids Church
Ray Mowbray – PFHCI




G. Ayre – Disabled North East

K. Ayre – Disabled North East



Christine Gourley – Silksworth Resident

Mandy Humes – Age UK/Macmillan
Julie Whitehouse – Sunderland PCT


Rachel Anderson – Community IT


Wendy Greenhow – Sunderland Carers’ Centre
Gillian Gardener – Sunderland Carers’ Centre

Lorraine Kidd – Sunderland LINk

Adrienne Rowley – Age UK



Mike Lowthian – Sunderland LINk


Doug Smith – Herrington Heritage Group


Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

SP welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked St Chad’s Church for letting us hold our monthly meeting in the Church Hall.
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: James Third, Lisa Wilson, Anthony Hughes, Cllr Michael Dixon, Gillian Dickinson, Janette Kingsley, Maureen Tuck, Jemma Amer, Peter Iveson, Eileen Dunn, Brenda Rowell, Shelia Smurthwaite, Dorothy Hutchinson, Vera Brydon, and Gina Smith.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

23rd February 2011
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

None
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

None received
Item 6 – Celia Samater – Census 2011
Celia thanked the South Forum for having her present at the meeting. The Census is a national event that collects information about the population every ten years and they have had one in the UK since 1801. You need to take part so that services in your area like schools, hospitals, housing, transport and emergency services can be planned for the future and the public’s details will be filled away safely for 100 years. Celia works with communities and companies to let everyone know why Census is so important. Celia has 150 staff working for her and her colleague Steve Richmond manages this area (Thorney Close, East Herrington, Doxford Park and Ryhope). Each household will receive a census questionnaire in the post, which contains straight forward questions about the people who live there, the Census is compulsory, and if you do not take part you could be prosecuted and fined up to £1000. Lots of information is available on the web pages and further help about Census will be available on the dedicated helpline.
Celia accepted questions from members.

Item 7 – Vicki Kenyon & Fiona Hetherington - NECA
NECA was formed in 2009 and they are funded by the Sunderland PCT, the alcohol health education service covers the whole of Sunderland, Gateshead and South Tyneside.

The areas covered by NECA are Northumberland, Newcastle, South of Tyne, Durham, Darlington and Middlesbrough and services which NECA offer: Counselling, Brief Intervention, Complementary Therapies, Housing, Training, Structured Day Care, Community Re-Integration, Probation Link, Criminal Justice, Community Work, Advice and Information.

NECA has worked with colleges and recently worked with ASDA to raise awareness of alcohol. They have a small team based in Sunderland with a total of 5 members of staff working within the office and 50% of their work is done in Sunderland. For further information on service offered in each area please visit the website www.neca.co.uk
Vicki and Fiona accepted questions from members.

Item 8 – Mike Lowthian – Sunderland LINk
Sunderland LINk are expected to involve into the new Sunderland Health Watch, a new statutory body, soon to be enacted by legislation, which will be responsible for embedding the Patient Voice within the city into the new structure for the NHS. 

Sunderland LINk will be part of the new major Health and Well Being Board for the area, responsible for devising overall health and social care policy for the residents. Furthermore, provision of these services will essentially be in the hands of the new GP Consortia of practices, to which they will be feeding your concerns and preferences, as well as offering assistance to you on choice of services.

Mike accepted questions from members.

Item 9 – Management Committee Update
None

Item 10 – Information Sharing
Gordon Ayre – Disabled NE Association – An Evening for Africa, Saturday 26th March at 6:30pm, three course dinner and musical entertainment. Silksworth IM Church, Tunstall View, SR3 1DX (Behind Blind Lane), ticket £5 (children under 12 half price, under £5 free) to reserve your ticket ring. Call 0191 521378 or 5226305. All proceeds in aid of the Nehemiah Project to provide a school and health care facilities in Ghana. Andrew Scholes the NGM Director for Great Britain will give progress report.

Item 11 – Any other business

None
Item 12 – Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 13 - Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting

SP informed that the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 27th April 2011 at 1.00pm (12.30pm buffet). Venue is Silksworth Youth & Community Centre, Tunstall Village Rd, Sunderland, SR3 2BB
SP closed the Meeting at 2.20pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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