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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Lakeside & Gilley Law Community Centre, North Moor Road, Sunderland, at 1.00pm on Wednesday 22nd June 2011.
Attendance List 
Stuart Porthouse – Chairman



Cllr Betty Gibson – Sunderland City Council

Vera Brydon – Vice Chair



Dorothy Hutchinson – East Herrington T & G
Steph Leung – Administrator

 

Debbie Bamborough - FACL
James Third – Nexus




Gillian Dickinson - FACL
Ann Donkin – Gentoo




Helen McAdam – Sunderland Carers Centre
Eileen Dunn – Management Committee



Irene Storey - Nexus
Lorraine Kidd – Sunderland LINk


Wendy Greenhow – Sunderland Carers Centre
Chris Swain – Sunderland LINk


Jemma Amer – Farringdon Jubilee Centre
Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group


Alan Cook – Portland College
Gina Smith – Sunderland Carers’ Centre

Ann Williams – Silksworth Heritage Group
Rachel Anderson – Community IT

Eileen McDonald – British Red Cross

L Trotter – Towns & Women’s Guild East Herrington
Christine Gourley – Silksworth Res group
Helen McAdam – Sunderland Carers’ Centre

Adrienne Rowley – Age UK Sunderland
Cllr Alan Wright – Sunderland City Council

Neil Birbeck – Street Scene (West)
Mark Roberts – Lifeline Sunderland


Jane Sunter – Lifeline Sunderland



Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 
SP welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the Lakeside & Gilley law Community Centre for letting us hold our monthly meeting in the centre. Stuart welcomed Lorna back to the forum from maternity leave. SP informed the meeting that there had been a few changes to the Agenda due to a project cancelling a presentation at the last minute.
Item 2 – Apologies 
Apologies for absence were received from: Carly King, Lisa Wilson-Riddell, Yvonne Dunbar, Sharann Smith, Rev’d Jeremy Chadd, Bill Blackett, Viv Watson, Rev’d Judith Morgan, Brenda Rowell, Sheila Smurthwaite, Cllr Peter Gibson, Gina Smith, Cllr Robert Oliver.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

25th May 2011
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising
Bill Blackett asked for SP to read out an answer to a question asked in last month’s meeting regarding the recycling plant.
I would also appreciate it if you could feed the following back to Forum members.

One of the gentlemen present at the last meeting raised an enquiry concerning dropped kerbs in the vicinity of Clinton Stores Silksworth Road.  I referred the matter on to Highways colleagues.  They conducted a site visit and advised me that a small patch of bituminous material had been laid on the carriageway adjacent to the existing dropped kerbs on the Clinton’s Stores side of Silksworth Road, where the carriageway had appeared to have deformed under the action of the traffic.  The purpose of this was to assist wheelchair users using the crossing facility.  It is intended as a temporary measure until the road can be resurfaced, which, unfortunately, is not programmed for this financial year.
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest


None received
Item 6 – Debbie Banborough – FACL (Family Adult & Community Learning)
Debbie explained that her role was a Project Officer for FACL, FACL was part of a council led initiative but externally funded. Debbie explained that the funding was safeguarded until 2012 for learners across Sunderland and there is no threat of losing that funding stream.
FACL are able to work with many agencies across Sunderland including Washington and the Coalfields areas to deliver the learning opportunities available, for example Bridge and Age UK being two of many agencies.

FACL offer taster courses (10 hrs) which start in September 2011, courses include child care, cookery, scrapbooking, card making and zumba to name a few. Debbie left some information/contact sheets regarding these courses. Currently FACL are in the process of identifying what course is going to be on at which venue. This information will be available very soon. Once the course has been completed there may be a possibility to run a 10 week course depending on interest and funding. In order to enrol on one of these courses you must be resident of Sunderland, Washington or the Coalfields area and be aged 19 or over. The courses are free to those who are in receipt of benefit. The course costs £1.80 per guided learning hour session and 90p to those aged 60 and over. FACL try to secure a minimum of 8 places to run a course otherwise it isn’t financially viable.
Debbie also explained that there are alternative opportunities to do accredited learning in literacy and numeracy.

Debbie accepted questions from members

Item 7 – David Bailey – NHS Health Checks

This presentation has been re-arranged to now take place in July’s meeting

Item 8 – Linda Cross and John Mulliss – Pennywell Youth Project
Linda cancelled this presentation at 11.30am today

Item 8 – Jane Sunter & Mark Roberts – Lifeline Sunderland
Jane firstly explained that Lifeline was a national charity dealing with substance misuse (drugs and alcohol) within communities, families and with individuals. Lifeline Sunderland are based on Saville Row, Borough Road in the heart of Sunderland City Centre.
Mark explained to the forum his job role as a Community Development Worker within Lifeline Sunderland which encompasses getting ‘out and about’ and generating an understanding of Lifeline, gaining referrals to Lifeline and to educate people about drug and alcohol misuse.

Mark explained that there is a lot of scope to work within the community, for example have been working a lot with SAPS (South Area Parent Support) who are based in Doxford Park where they work with the parents and carers of those who have addictions, it’s often those closest who are hardest hit and require the support.

Mark explained within Sunderland there are two main services which offer support, Lifeline who offer structured treatment and the other being Turning Point who assess the needs of the patient and assign and agency or person to help. Lifeline also work with Community Support Officers in and around the city to try and keep the streets clean and tidy.

Lifeline can help with any drug misuse including steroids. There does need to be any GP referral, any individual can attend (16+) and get an assessment immediately. You can also contact the centre via phone just to ask questions and to get advice. The centre is open between 10am – 6pm.

For those under the age of 16 YDAP can assist who are the young drug and alcohol unit. Lifeline can assist those between 16-18 as long as they have offered the services of YDAP.
Jane and mark accepted questions from members.
Item 9 – Management Committee Update
There has been no meeting since the last update.
Item 10 – Information Sharing

Ann Donkin (Gentoo) – Aspire Grant funding still available, contact Gentoo for more information.
James Third (Nexus) – For those people who are already registered with the LINK up bus there has been a change to the service provider who will now be Station taxis.

Adrienne Rowly (AGE UK) – Redwood Grove run day clubs. In 2011 they have started a Gardening Club based around the Kitchen Garden. Redwood Grange are having an open day on Wed 28th June between 10am – 12.30pm, this is to see what the garden entails and maybe do a bit of volunteer gardening or pop down to pass on your skills of gardening to others. AGE UK support and assist those who are aged 50 and over.

Cllr Alan Wright – The public presentation event for the new waste transfer station is on 28th June from 2.00pm – 8.00pm at the Raich Carter Centre, Commercial Road, Hendon, Sunderland, SR2 8PD.

Neil Birbeck (Street Scene) – Neil introduced himself to the forum members and explained that he was the Ward Team leader for the St Chad’s area. He explained that his role was to deal with the street cleansing, litter picking and grass cutting as well as other council/public requests. Neil starts this role on 27/6/11.
Stuart Porthouse informed the meeting of a couple events that are coming up:

Wearside Women in Need – ‘Only Losers give Bruises’ campaign, a bus is travelling round the city and visiting our wards. Puma Centre in Silksworth on 5/7/11 in the afternoon and the Jubilee Centre in Farringdon from 8.45am on Friday 8th July.

Herrington Village Show has now been announced as taking place on Saturday 3rd September 2011 at the Scout Hut, Crow Lane, Middle Herrington.

The next Police and Community Forum meeting is to be held at the Sunderland Bangladeshi Community Centre, 30 Tatham Street, Hendon, Sunderland, SR1 2QD on Monday 27th June 2011 at 7.00pm.

Item 11 – Any other business
None.
Item 12 – Evaluation
Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 13 - Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed that the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 27th July 2011 at 1.00pm (12.30pm buffet). Venue is North Moor Fire Station, North Moor Road, Sunderland
SP closed the Meeting at 1.50pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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