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Minutes of the South Forum monthly meeting held at Silksworth Community Centre, Tunstall Village Road, Silksworth, at 1.00pm on Wednesday 20th January 2009.
Attendance List 

Stuart Porthouse - Chairman



Alison Cox - SNCBC
Lorna Lister





A Jarvis - SNCBC



Ann Telford - NECA




Anna Johnson – Sunderland VC
Lisa Hunter – Job Start Mentoring Project

David Baily - STPCT


Anne Williams – Silksworth Heritage Group

S Cemton - Dance


Karen Ward - Photographer



Ray Mowbray - PFHCI
Gordon Ayre – North East Disabled Association
Kevin Ayre – North East Disabled Association
PC Les Jordan – Northumbria Police


PC Hodgson – Northumbria Police

Like Lowthian – Sunderland LINk


Cllr Peter Gibson
Cllr Alan Wright




Jemma Amer – Jubilee Centre


 

Pat Burn – Silksworth CA



Carly King – Age Concern

Vera Brydon – Vice Chair



Eileen Dunn – Herrington WI


Sue Suggett – Herrington Heritage


Adrienne Rowly – Age Concern


Sylvia Hurst – Silksworth Art Group


Lesley Carberry – Age Concern


John Wilson





Cllr Betty Gibson
Item 1 Welcome and Introductions 

Stuart Porthouse welcomed everyone to the meeting and a round of introductions were made.
Item 2 – Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Alan Wright, Cllr Michael Dixon, Cllr Pat Smith, Insp Cheryl Warcup, Judith Dunn, Peter Iveson, Dorothy Smith, Rev’d Jeremy Chadd, Lily Trotter, Dorothy Hutchinson, Dawn Sillito, Charlotte Nellist, Viv Watson, Rev’d Judith Morgan, Sgt Ken Robinson.
Item 3 - Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

9th December 2009
The minutes of the previous meeting were AGREED as an accurate record.
Item 4 – Matters Arising

Amend the time the meeting ended to 1.45pm
Item 5 – Declaration of Interest

Cllr Betty Gibson – Board of Age Concern.
Item 6 – Carly King – Age Concern Sunderland
Carly introduced Age Concern to the meeting, she explained the different sections and departments and who can be assisted. Carly also explained about the new advocacy service which is open to all aged 19+ and only running across three wards of Sunderland.

Carly had a question and answer session at the end of her presentation.

Please see http://www.southforum.org.uk/events.html for a copy of the presentation.
Item 7 – Graham Frend – NERAF
Unfortunately Graham was unable to attend the meeting due to unforeseen circumstances.

Item 7 – Ann Telford - NECA
Ann Telford gave a brief introduction to NECA (North East Council for Addictions). NECA is funded to give information around the ‘Know Your Limits’ project. They can give tailored workshops to voluntary and community groups, businesses and individuals. This is a pilot scheme and new to the area. NECA originally started to help and assist those with drug issues but have also recently branched out to assist those with alcohol issues too.
NECA are also funded to help businesses draw up alcohol policies.
Ann accepted questions from the meeting.
Item 8 – Information Sharing 
· Anna Johnson from the Volunteer Centre gave out some information referring to the changes on CRB Vetting and Barring for Volunteers and Employees. Anna attended some training delivered by the Home Office. Anna gave out the notes received from the training session; the information is also available on the Volunteer Centre website.

Visit http://www.volunteersunderland.org.uk/index.html for more information.

· Volunteer Awareness Event – Are you looking to make a fresh start, learn a new skill or even find a new job? Then why not volunteer? To find out more please attend event on Tuesday 26th January 2010 at St Mary’s Parish Hall, Bridge Street, Sunderland at between 2.30pm – 4.30pm.
· Mike Lowthian from Sunderland LINk informed the meeting about an event at the Health & Racquet Club on Thursday 25th February 2010 between 10.00am – 1.00pm. Anyone is welcome to attend who is interested in their local health and social care facilities.

· Gordon Ayre from North East Disabled Association explained that the association now covers all the way to Seaham Harbour.

· Plains Farm and Humbledon Community Initiative now host a Slimming World class on Thursday’s starting on 21st January 2010 at 7.00pm.

· Gentoo are hosting a ‘Genfactor’ an X Factor style talent competition for those aged between 10 – 16years. Closing date 12/02/10. Application forms available from local schools or the Gentoo Housing Office.
· Jemma Amer from the Jubilee Centre informed the meeting that the Launch Pad is now open and running sessions. A Youth Partnership Coordinator has been recruited and is now in post. Contact Danielle Phillips on 0191 5228447 for more information.

· SP explained to the meeting that we were in possession of a fair-trade booklet that lists those businesses that are registered within the Sunderland area. Stickers are also available from Lorna at the South Forum.

· 27/02/10 – Ceilidh at the Holy Rosary in aid of Bridget Phillipson’s General Election Campaign where tickets were available for anyone who was interested from Cllr Ann Hall.
Item 9 – Any Other Business
· SP informed the meeting about the West VCS Network meeting himself, Pat Burn and Jemma Amer attended on Dec 9th 2009. There was poor attendance from the voluntary and community sectors, the majority of attendees were local authority staff. It was confirmed in order to become a West VCS Network member you have to be Compact registered and members of the Sunderland Community Network. They are now looking for new members (volunteers) to sit on the area boards.
SP explained that it looked like there would be a lot of work involved but we will still help and assist where we can. 
· Pc Les Jordan informed the meeting that there was a new Sergeant, Sgt Ken Robinson who will cover the Doxford and Farringdon areas. Pc Jordan also explained that crime and disorder had also decreased compared with that of previous years. Current operations are:

· Bogus Officials

· Lead Thefts

Pc Jordan also reminded the meeting about the Community Messaging Forum, the community can sign up via email direct to the police or collect a form from either the Farringdon Police Station or Farringdon Jubilee Centre. The police will email out any relative information regarding crime etc in your specific area.
Northumbria police have also signed up to the School Partnership Scheme, although Northumbria Police have worked closely with schools and head teachers in the past it has now been formalised.

Item 10 - Evaluation

Evaluation from the previous meeting was attached to the agenda for this meeting.
Item 11 – Dates, Time and Location of Next Meeting
SP informed the next Monthly Meeting is to be held on Wednesday 24th February 2010 at 1.00pm (12.30pm buffet) at Northmoor Fire Station
SP closed the Meeting at 2.00pm and thanked everyone for attending.
For the latest news and events go to our website www.southforum.org.uk
If you would like to give a presentation at a future meeting, please contact lorna@southforum.org.uk
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